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Shipboard software

Seatrade Reefer Chartering vessel reporting partnership with ShipNet

http://www.shipnet.no
Shipping line Seatrade Reefer Chartering, which operates 120 vessels, has entered agreement with maritime software company ShipNet, for the two companies to work together developing the vessel reporting system.

ShipNet will build software enabling Seatrade to send data back to shore using the software about how the reefer transport is working. 

ShipNet will also redesign its Position Book application. 

Star Information Systems wins ASP Shipmanagement contract

http://www.sismarine.com
ASP Shipmanagement, an Australian shipping company, has chosen Star Information Systems to supply fleet management software for 20 vessels and the head office. 

ASP expects to increase efficiency and customer service through using the software. 

“The SIS system will enable us to institute uniform procedures for virtually all aspects of ship management throughout the fleet,” said Bob Bird, chief operating officer, ASP.

“One of the problems with ship management in the past has been that different shipowners have different shipboard management systems which are inherited by the ship managers, who then have to deal with very wide variations for planned maintenance and procurement,” he said.

“The ideal for maximum efficiency is to have the same system operating on every ship, with direct linkage to the shore office.”

Star’s software will handle maintenance management, requisitioning, document handling, quality assurance, reporting and claims. Shipowners will also be able to use it to find out about voyage information, including speeds and fuel consumption. 

MTN provides shipboard wi-fi for Holland America

http://www.mtnsat.com
Maritime Telecommunications Network (MTN) has won a contract to supply a wireless communications network for 12 cruise vessels with Holland America Line. 

It will build an 802.11b standard wi-fi network, so passengers can use their wi-fi laptops anywhere and access the internet. 

BASS software available by subscription

http://www.itbass.no
Maritime software company BASS is launching subscription pricing for its shipping software.

It is running two after school seminars about it in Tokyo on Apr 18 and Apr 22. 

VNS International launches ferry ticketing computer system

www.vnsinterational.com.

Florida based maritime and hospitality software company VNS International has launched “Jumpstart Master”, a tool for passenger vessels to handle ticketing, reservations, group sales, a loyalty program. It includes functionality for capacity forecasting, credit card processing and reporting. 

BIMCO launches online editable version of Lloyds Open Forum

http://www.bimco.dk
BIMCO has launched an online editable version of Lloyds Open Forum, as part of its “IDEA” (internet document editing application). 

BIMCO's idea also offers three ISU/BIMCO Wreck Removal Agreements - WRECKHIRE 99; WRECKSTAGE 99; and WRECKFIXED 99 as well as the widely used SUPPLYTIME 89. 

These documents will be supplemented by the ISU's SALVHIRE later this month.

BIMCO says that users of IDEA particularly like the ability to complete the form on a computer screen using a specially customised online version of Microsoft Word and then send the result by conventional e-mail. The form can be accessed from any computer with an internet connection. 

Nor Shipping plans ISM code seminar 

www.HSEatSEA.no
A seminar about the ISM code is planned at Norshipping (June 3-6 this year), to discuss how good the code is at improving safety standards onboard ships. 

Lloyds Register publishes ISPS pack

http://www.lr.org
Class Society Lloyds Register has published a free “ISPS Practical Pack” to help shipping companies handle their obligations under the International Ship and Port Security Code being implemented by the IMO. 

It can be downloaded from Lloyd’s Register’s website, www.lr.org, following the path ‘Marine Services’ and selecting ‘Maritime Security’.
It was developed together with shipping security experts IDS International and provides a methodology shipping companies can use when conducting ship security assessments. 

Lloyd’s Register’s security training courses commence shortly, with the first Company Security Officer course scheduled for May 12 in London and the Ship Security Officer course scheduled to take place exactly a week later on May 19, also in London. Further courses will be offered in locations around the world, including Singapore, Houston, Rotterdam and Piraeus. 

Digital Ship news

Adonis Violaris talking at Digital Ship Athens

http://www.thedigitalship.com/athens.htm
Adonis Violaris, the lively communications and public relations manager, Hanseatic Shipping and chairman of the Cyprus Shipping Council ICT working group, will be talking at Digital Ship Athens, on the subject of shipboard software and communications.

He will join speakers including Dimitris Lyras, director of Lyras Shipping; Panagiotis Nomikos, IT consultant to Stelmar Tankers and Achilleas Choursoglou, IT manager of Olympic Shipping. Altogether 16 shipping company IT managers are scheduled to speak and a further 30 shipping company IT managers have indicated that they intend to come.

At an exhibition next door, the shipping company IT managers will be able to learn about the most interesting maritime IT and electronics, with exhibition stands already booked by Geolink Hellas, Nauticast, Broadband Maritime,Thrane and Thrane, Vector Informatic Systems, Laycan, KME and Nauticast. 

For enquiries about exhibiting contact Eva Suminska on Suminska@thedigitalship.com tel (+44 207) 510 4931; for conference bookings contact Amelia Perrottet on Perrottet@thedigitalship.com, tel (+44 207) 510 4934. Full information about the event is at http://www.thedigitalship.com/athens.htm

Charts and CMA powerpoints and photos free download

http://www.thedigitalship.com/presentations.htm
Presentations and photographs from Digital Ship’s conference this week about using electronic charts in commercial shipping, as well as the information technology conference at Connecticut Maritime Association, are available for free download from the Digital Ship website.. follow the link above 

Navigation systems

Norcontrol IT completes Dover Strait system

http://www.norcontrolit.com
Norcontrol IT has completed installation of a Channel Navigation Information Service (CNIS) in the Dover Strait, for the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency. The contract was worth £1m. 

 
The system monitors vessel traffic through the Dover Strait, one of the busiest waterways in the world. 

Transas launches maritime casualty response system version 2

http://www.transas.com
Maritime software company Transas has launched the 2nd generation of its Potential Incident Simulation Control and Evaluation System PISCES 2, which helps shipping companies manage their response to oil and chemical spills, casualties, fire and weather related disaster. 

The system helps shipping lines collect data from different sources and put it together. It was originally developed to help the US CoastGuard co-ordinate large scale oil spill response. 

The system can work over a network, so operators working in all branches can talk together. The system uses Transas charts and chart viewer tools. 

Transas Slovenian simulator is opened

http://www.transas.com
A Transas simulator complex has been opened at Secondary Marine School, Portoroz, Slovenia. 

It comprises the latest version of the Transas Navi-Trainer Professional 4000 navigational full mission ship handling simulator with 3 visualisation channels, one main bridge and two secondary bridges. 

Dr Yiorgos Palierakis appointed head of Kelvin Hughes charts

http://www.kelvinhughes.com
Kelvin Hughes has appointed Dr Yiorgos Palierakis as director of charts and maritime services at Kelvin Hughes, based in London.

Dr Palierakis succeeds Roger Gibson, who is heading off around the world on his yacht Antigua Kiss. Dr Palierakis was previously sales and marketing executive at Kelvin Hughes.

Italian Navy uses C-MAP charts

http://www.c-map.no
The Italian Navy has chosen to sail with C-MAP’s professional electronic chart database, CM-93 edition 3. 75 installations have been completed so far.

According to C-MAP the Navy chose the system after evaluating all the commercial and military databases available, and particularly liked the quality and accuracy of the charts, worldwide coverage and ability to download corrections daily from C-MAP’s website.

The Italian Navy is currently reading CM-93/3 electronic charts using dKart Navigator, the navigation software designed and distributed by Morintech Navigation.



SPOS upgrades its shipboard weather system

http://www.spos.nl
SPOS has upgraded its shipboard weather and route optimisation system. The new software has automatic links to e-mail software for retrieval of weather updates, and allows overlays of weather elements, hurricanes and planed voyage information. 

Weather maps can be printed off with a shipboard printer. 

Container shipping technology

INTTRA launches online reporting tool 

http://www.inttra.com
Container shipping software company INTTRA has put its “INTTRA reports” tool for general availability, which allows shippers, forwarders, consignees and carriers to access data they are authorised to see in the INTTRA data warehouse. 

The data warehouse has all kinds of information about shipments received from shipping lines. Reports are delivered in Excel format. 

P&O Ports North America implements wireless container terminal data network

http://www.transcore.com
P&O Ports North America has implemented a TransCore wireless tracking system at its Port of New Orleans Napoleon Avenue Terminal, to monitor truck movements. 

The system, based on radio tags and readers, will be used to follow the movements of trucks into the terminal, including through the gate, where it will automatically deny or allow access. Every truck using the terminal must have a transponder tag. 

The system will work together with the P&O Ports Gate Entry Management System, which allows the trucking companies to pre-advise truck assignments and make service appointments. 

Many trucks already have Transcore tags fitted, because the same technology is used for road electronic toll payment systems in New Orleans. 
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