Hong Kong to join US container security initiative pilot

The Port of Hong Kong has announced that it will start on a pilot scheme for the US Government’s Container Security Initiative, meaning that a number of US Customs officers will be stationed in Hong Kong. 

The officers will They will undertake anti-terrorist risk analysis of containers destined for the US from Hong Kong with their own sources of cargo information. They will not have any inspection or enforcement power in Hong Kong. 

All inspections of identified containers will be carried out by the Hong Kong Customs. 

The US is Hong Kong's second largest trading partner, and Hong Kong accounts for the largest share of sea containers entering the US, with 6,000 TEU shipped from Hong Kong on a daily basis. 
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Crystal Pool opts for ShipNet software

http://www.shipnet.no/index.cgi?page=c_news&id=a_news&newsid=6620
Chemical tanker company Crystal Pool has decided to install an integrated ShipNet system covering chartering, operations, invoicing and accounting. 

Crystal Pool runs a “semi-liner” service between Baltic and North Sea ports. The company comments that it installed the system to improve integration between different aspects of the business and enable faster access to information. 

The trade is described as hectic and being dominated by frequent port calls, rapid response to alterations in sailing schedule as well as cargo alterations. 

The staff will use the system to avoid repetitive data entry and tedious work moving information around the company. 

Meanwhile Italian shipowner Fratelli D’Amato has chosen an integrated ShipNet system covering Time Charter management and operation, for its fleet of bulkers and tankers, both owned and on time charter. 

Brostrom to use ShipNet's vessel reporting systém and maritime workstation

http://www.shipnet.no
 

Broström AB has entered into agreement with ShipNet AS for the ShipNet Vessel Reporting System and Maritime Workstation. 

 

Broström AB and its affiliated companies including Broström SAS in Paris and Iver Ships AS in Sandefjord, will use the slution on board all the Group's vessels for the daily reporting to the ShipNet Operational System as well as complete management and control of all documents and forms. 

 

The ShipNet Vessel Reporting System is an on-board system for the reporting of daily noon positions and arrival/departure reports for the continuous updating of the ShipNet Operational System including a position book and a post-fixture voyage account. 

 

ShipNet Maritime Workstation is a forms/document management and control system. The Group will utilise this system  to mange and control all reporting from/to the vessels in a structured and cost efficient way.

Seatrade Reefer Chartering vessel reporting partnership with ShipNet
http://www.shipnet.no
Shipping line Seatrade Reefer Chartering, which operates 120 vessels, has entered agreement with maritime software company ShipNet, for the two companies to work together developing the vessel reporting system.
ShipNet will build software enabling Seatrade to send data back to shore using the software about how the reefer transport is working. 
ShipNet will also redesign its Position Book application. 
the position book redesign is a generic design

its not just for Seatrade

it accommodates the extra volume of data coming in from vessels –

there’s so much more data coming in – we needed to amend the front end 

vessel reporting side

ShipNet has taken this on exclusively – it’s a standard ShipNet product 

its sending back everything 

if we take the reefer context – its everything from vessel performance, stowage, loading, temperatue information

both from a manual entry, also from sensor recovery 

we log into other systems to take snapshots 

in order that we can provide a constant overall view of the whole voyage against the whole voyage

the tramp reefer trade has had quite a lot of competition from the box trade

the ability to prove it can provide more 

lots of individual shippers in a lot of cases, who have a lot of different instructionrs

one wants 13.9, one wants 13.8, its keeping that temperature

its one of the controls the operator has – the ability to show to the customers how stable and concreate the environment is

be doing a lot of stowage information and reporting 

that will improve the communications with the agents in the ports 

I think communication costs have been too high in the past

applications on shore haven’t been able to support the volume of data 

we’ve come up with the ability to do 

future operational data and 

short sea tanker or bulker

that’s all user defined 

we cover the whole lot – we did make a conscious decision not to go to onboard the ship an umber of years ago because we didn’t have the infrastructure to support it

we are able to do that now – we’ve done a number of corporate deals to customers including Brostrom

most of our customers are trialling or rolling out the system

we will hopefully start establishing a standard 

one of the things that is missing is standards for communications

every vessel has to adapt 

we do everything – 

it’s a lot lighter – it’s a lot cheaper and low maintenance sort of thing – its all there

we cover the commercial side and forms, ship works is our maintenance environment, requisitioning all the way down the spare parts

onshore side – we’re doing projects with the American government for crew security 

the developers are all in Norway – we have offices in New York, Sydney and Singapore

with Maritime Systems we have developers in Canada and Florida

the core of the shore based stuff is in Oslo 

this is where our next generation of software is being 

basically from the Tramp agency all the way through to the vessel owner

we do our own accounting package – we’ve developed and written our own which is at 99 per cent of our customers. 

we’ve taken Inmarsat Fleet and the other carriers 

that’s their speciality – we just accommodate using them

whatever mail system or carrying system, from Inmarsat –C, sending telex messages back and forwards to full IT 

Seatrade has 160 vessels – a lot of them have Inmarsat –C terminals

But they can still send all their formats

They will choose on certain vessels to report what is applicable

If you’ve got 7 holds, your taking 17 temperatures in each compartment, its quite a lot of data to send backwards and forwarders over telex

On the larger vessels, and the ones which are more equipped

its bi directional

the operator can send information out to the vessel to establish 

lets say tehre’s a carrying instruction – the information has to be given to the operator on the vessel

he types the carrying instructions 

there’s certain port instructionrs, those are distributed out to the vessel

we try to send out certain steps

and keep it 

Seatrade – I think there’s a couple of drivers

one is the sheer volume of vessels that they control and the work the operators have to do –

to make the information in the right format for them is important

controlling the cargo qualities and the performance of the vessels 

if you know ahead of time that you’re not going to make a certain port 

the ability to change speed, even for only 5-6 hours

you can basically save yourself a substantial amount on bunkers

operations systems have generally been historically based – 

with the introduction of the vessel they’re making the operators 

we’re not at powerpoint level

the cargo details, temperature details and that, are specific to reefer

the vessel performance is required by every type of vessel in different  quantities

they use it in different ways 

if you’ve got an oil company charterering a vessel, the main thing is delivery of the product 

people see it in different ways

the ability to format the information and provide 

position book – explaining what’s relevant and in what format

having everything – internal management 

historical information 

the position book is an old product, the core is 15-16 years old now

we’re not actually adding anything new 

the user interface is being changed to make this information more available

with filters and searches 

information – it depends on the information

you can set priorities on what is sent

if you are sending an excel sheet – you would probably be looking at 

you will probably be looking at under 5 per cent of the number of characters

a lot of this information needs to be printed and signed onboard by the agents

onboard, the system has all the forms available, they will repopulate with all the information captured

the additional of digital signatures is there

there’s still quite a long way to go – 

the technology is actually available 

NYK Line, United Reefers is testing, Cogima 

I think we have about 17 clients, Stolt Nielsen runs it

we have about 500 ships actively running it at the moment 

Novoship have got it on their whole fleet 

they could just be running an outlook client onboard, globe wireless, Rydex,

we really don’t discriminate on what they utilise

Ivorships, Brostrom, Brostrom Paris 

they are all reporting the same information.

we have all the components, its just beginning them all together in a logical process

the ability to make software not overwhelming

you have to have so much functionality which is redundant in most sites but across our customer base its not redundant

we’re getting there 

we’ll be releasing our dot net product next year

that’s a basic upgrade for our customers

the dot net is a complete rewrite

software only has an amount of time before you’ve got to go back to the beginning

we will be delivering next year 

I think what shipping companies want is stability 

I think they’re tired of having new ideas and being guinea pigs

they want things which are stable and reliable 

there’s been a lot of money invested by a lot of companies which has basically gone into nothing

I don’t think the experience has been a waste

the people who have lost are the shipping companies who have invested in it 

the demands on us for stability and reliability 

they’re not really interested in the cutting edge side, they want the tried 

we do little routing things, if you’re in sure, you’ll use GSM if its cheaper

if you’re 

if you’re in low flying areas, you can get Iridium, 

we really stay out of that 

we make sure we provide the interface, all the master has to do is press send

not to add any steps 

we just put a piece of software on – it’s a simple a sending a CD onboard with a preconfigured database

one of our customers rolled out 57 vessels in 6 weeks 

an installation with all the forms and things 

all the registered are already populared

lets say you’re doing a voyage, once you’ve finished the voyage, you type in “voyage instruction”

that is sent to the vessel, the master will have all the comments, all the cargoes, everything he wants to type in 

Filling in the time, dates, loading the cargo

he’s updating records, rather than having to retype them

once thing we really have to do is start establishing standards between organisations

proprietary things are not good for anybody

MTML was a perfect example

it’s a very good start

there are a lot of standards established, like in the chemicall industry

if we could raise that up to a generic level 

you could accommodate anything you want 

just some kind of XML standard – 

we can get some people together – we’re certainly trying to 

see if Inmarsat will sponsor us to make a standard – 

reliability – process orientation – applications are more processs orientated than structure

your application works according to your business process rather than having to adapt the structure to the applications

useability – software payback 

why are these shipping companies investing – are they getting anything back for it

get a few shipping companies to say what

what they expected and what they ended up with 

Seatrade Reefer Chartering vessel reporting partnership with ShipNet
http://www.shipnet.no
Shipping line Seatrade Reefer Chartering, which operates 120 vessels, has entered agreement with maritime software company ShipNet, for the two companies to work together developing the vessel reporting system.
ShipNet will build software enabling Seatrade to send data back to shore using the software about how the reefer transport is working. 
ShipNet will also redesign its Position Book application. 
Manilla terminal sets up online payment facility

International Container Terminal Services, Inc. recently expanded e-commerce at the Manila International Container Terminal (MICT)

with the inclusion of an online payment facility.

The new facility is Equitable PCI Bank's (EPCIB) FastNet. Customers can make payments online in the terminal’s offices, without needing any cash. 

447 vessels trading through Marine Transaction Services

Marine Transaction Services, the e-procurement portal backed by Alfa Laval, BP Marine and Unitor, says that 447 vessels are currently using the system, enabling customers to obtain price and product information immediately and placing orders.

Norcontrol IT to handle AIS network testing for MCA

http://www.norcontrolit.com (CHECK)

Norcontrol IT has been chosen by the UK maritime and coastguard agency to do a trial of its network of base stations, network control functions and AIS database. 

The work is a contination of the Channel Navigation Information Service System, recently installed in Dover, UK, by Norcontrol.

“We will be delivering web-based applications that provide

a seamless connection to the AIS Database so that data on all AIS tracks shall be automatically captured, collected and sorted,” says Norcontrol. 

Eventually up to 80% of the UK’s AIS traffic will be tracked and ten Maritime Rescue Centres will have access to positional and static data related to the shipping in their region.”

Dirkzwager has IT products at Norshipping

http://www.dirkzwager.com
Rotterdam port services agency Royal Dirkzwager will have a number of IT products on display at Norshipping.

This includes: 

Communication alert, a tool for emergency reponse planning

Communication messaging, a tool for communications with vessels

ShipInfo, a tool providing ship movement information for vessels from Le Havre to Hamburg

Position Information, worldwide reporting of vessel positions

Tracker information, enabling people to monitor a specific fleet of vessels, which is not necessarily their own fleet

Information Watch, receiving arrival reports of vessels in the Port of Rotterdam

Port Management System, a software tool for port authorities to assist with administrative services

MPA Issues Circular on Radio Records 

The Singapore Maritime and Port Authority (MPA) issued a Marine Circular reminding owners that Regulation IV/17 of SOLAS 74 requires ships to keep a record of all incidents connected with radiocommunication service that appear to be of importance to safety of life at sea. The records need not be   [more]
HydroComp launches software to manage and analyse marine equipment perfomance

http://www.hydrocomp.com
Maritime software company HydroComp has launched SwiftTrial, a tool for management and analysis of sea trials of vessels, analysing such factors as propeller efficiency, and thrust. 

Sample report -

http://www.hydrocompinc.com/SwiftTrial/02d-ReportManagerMP.htm

Sample graphs -

http://www.hydrocompinc.com/SwiftTrial/02d-GraphReportMulti.htm
Port of London has interactive rivermap

www.portoflondon.co.uk/rivermap
The Port of London has set up an interactive rivermap, with information about terminals in the river Thames. 

The map is part of a drive by the Port to increase its appeal as a gateway to the UK and Europe. 

Users are able to zoom from a thumbnail of the entire tidal Thames to pinpoint the specific location of any terminal, as well as panning and navigating along the length of the river.

Shipping and shipbuilding today is project oriented industry with large number of suppliers, subcontractors and other parties 
and partners involved. Information management has become crucial in successful project management. 
 

Kronodoc Ltd and Deltamarin Ltd are proud to present a knowledge management tool for information management for all kind of 

projects and tasks for both shipowners and shipyards. 
 

We are very pleased to invite you to hear the latest news and to solemnize our product release, Kronodoc 3, during the Norshipping 

exhibition in Hotel Arena, conference room Rogaland, on Thursday, June 5 at 11.30-13.30 hours. A buffet lunch will be served.   
 

http://www.rainbow-hotels.no/hotellside.asp?sprak=UK&id=32

Please confirm your participation latest May 26.

 

Lillie and Gilley online chart management service

http://www.lilleyandgillie.co.uk
UK chart agents Lillie and Gilley have launched and online charts management service, enabling customers to obtain informationm about the charts onboard their vessels over the internet. 

The service also provides information about items supplied, adrdress. 

There is a “superintendent check list” function, which enables superintendents to generate a random list of 20 charts onboard one of their vessels. They can then go onboard and check those cahrts are actually there, as an audit that the procedures are being followed. 

Dublin Port Company uses Klein Systems VTS

http://www.kleinsystems.com
Dubinc Port Copmany has announced that it will buy a vessel traffic management information system from Klein Systems of Vancouvnver. 

The system will go live in August 2003, managing vessel activity, services tracking, reporting, analsysis and billing. 

FT Everard to use UKHO ECDIS service

http://www.ukho.gov.uk
UK shipping company FT Everard has signed up to be the first company to use the UK Hydrographic Office’s ECDIS service, which combines supply of electronic navigation charts (ENCs) with Admiralty Raster Charts (ARCs) in a single service. 

FT Everard has been using ARCS since its launch in 1996. It has ECDIS systems on its latest newbuild tankers.

Under the scheme, UKHO will replace the ARCS charts with ENCS as soon as they become available at no additional cost to the shipping company. 

McMurdo offers AIS training

http://www.mcmurdo.com
AIS manufacturer McMurdo is offering technical training courses fo installation and commissioning of Class A Universal Identification Systems (UAIS). The first course is in April, following the MT-1 McMurdo system. 

