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Can you fit these into the news section: 

Please make sure you put the headline in the contents section as well xxk

UNDER NEW CONTRACTS: 

V-Ships installs PurpleFinder DSAS on all ships

http://www.purplefinder.com

Pole Star Space Applications has won its plum contract: V.Ships, which manages 650 ships, has decided to install its DSAS ship security alert system on its vessels.

DSAS will be fitted on all ships under V.Ships' full technical management, in two phases, one to meet the July 2004 deadline and the other by July 2006. 

The tracking data will be integrated into Pole Star's Purplefinder web based tool enabling V.Ships to track where its vessels are online. Pole Star will also provide after sales customer and technical support. 

"Our selection followed a comprehensive market review of the various competing products from which we concluded the DSAS solution offered the optimum solution based on functional, operational, and commercial factors," says V.Ships.

"It was important for V. Ships to select a product where all aspects of the solution had been considered from ship equipment and installation, through satellite service, to shore application and alert management process, and importantly after sales support and warranty options. 

"In addition to the size of order and prestige of securing such an order from the world's leading ship manager, the most rewarding aspect of this is the fact that V Ships undertook a detailed evaluation of all competing products, and selected the DSAS solution," says Pole Star. 

"We have served the industry well over the past 5 years offering fleet tracking solutions, and it is recognised that we have not just set up shop to exploit the fact that the ISPS code dictates ships must carry equipment."

===

UNDER NEW PRODUCTS

ABS guidance on ergonomic design of bridges

http://www.eagle.org

Class society ABS has released a set of “Guidance Notes on Ergonomic Design of Navigation Bridges,” the first in a set of practical guides about human factors in marine safety. 

“We recognize that the vast majority of shipping accidents involving collisions and groundings stem from activities on the navigation bridge,” says ABS Manager of Safety Assessment & Human Factors Denise McCafferty. 

“When bridge activities rely on interfaces that are awkward for the mariner, human errors relating to judgment and vessel control can occur.”

ABS did some work in 1998 about ergonomics on marine systems, and this work builds on it. It looks at practical criteria for ergonomic design and layout of interfaces in the navigational bridge arec. There is a process to identify individual vessel bridge requirements to guide the application of ergonomic design principles.   

The criteria is aimed at providing designers and engineers with practical guidance and work processes to use from the concept stage for effective integration of ergonomics and engineering. 

According to ABS, effective ergonomic design is about "integrating personnel with systems and their interfaces," including controls, displays, alarms, video-display units, computer workstations, labels, and overall workspace arrangement. 

“Our goal is to use HFE [human factors engineering] to significantly improve personnel performance and safety while reducing the potential for human error,” says ABS.
