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Join delegates from ChevronTexaco, Heidenreich Marine at Digital Ship London next week

http://www.thedigitalship.com/digitalship2003.htm
DELEGATES INCLUDE Chevron Texaco – Boeing - CLS Argos - Rydex - Satpool - Heidenreich Marine - Inchcape - Amber - MUSC - Spanish Maritime Safety Agency - UK Hydrographic Office - Meridian Surveys - Empros Lines Shipping - Costamare - Clipper Group - Naftomar - Raytheon Marine - Xantic - Electronic Chart Centre - Smart Security Group - Radio Holland - Stratos Global - Weathernews Aberdeen - Videotel Marine - McMurdo - Warsash Maritime Centre 

SPEAKERS INCLUDE Wärtsilä - Lyras Shipping - Equasis - RightShip - MariNet / DNV Software - UK P+I Club - C-MAP - WNI - Newslink Services - Liberian Ship Registry - Maritime and Underwater Security Consultants - Simrad - Secure Marine - Inmarsat - Pole Star Space Applications - Ulysses Systems - Seagull - ShipNet - Laycan - Maritime Bridge - AMMITEC -  Globe Wireless – Thrane and Thrane 

JOURNALISTS INCLUDE Lloyds List - Seatrade - NUMAST Telegraph - Seatrade - Baltic Magazine - Deutsche Verkehrszeitung DVZ - Maritime Supplier - Digital Ship 

Digital Ship Plus and Digital Ship print magazine package– one year subscription to both now just GBP 200

http://www.apoogee.com/DigitalShip/merchant.mv?Screen=OINF&Store_Code=DS&Action=ADPR&Product_Code=DSspecial&Attributes=Yes&Quantity=1 

To coincide with our Digital Ship London conference next week, we are offering Digital Ship newsletter readers a special discount package – one subscription to Digital Ship print magazine (normal price GBP 100), together with a single subscription to Digital Ship Plus electronic information service, normal price GBP 595, for just GBP 200.

The offer is available until Nov 7 only, and only for Digital Ship newsletter recipients. It is not available on the Digital Ship website. 

If you would like to take us up on this offer contact Nadia Soldo in our subscriptions department on soldo@thedigitalship.com, or click on the link above to book online.

For more information about Digital Ship Print magazine see http://www.thedigitalship.com/subscriptions.htm
For more information about Digital Ship Plus see http://www.thedigitalship.com/plus/index.htm
Stand bookings for Digital Ship Cyprus open http://www.thedigitalship.com/limassol.htm
Stand bookings are now open for Digital Ship Cyprus, our exhibition and conference in the Four Seasons, Limassol in association with Cyprus Shipping Council and sponsored by Inmarsat, January 27-28, 2004.

For further information about the event see the link above. To discuss stand availability and options contact Peter Patterson in London on (+44 207) 510 4934, patterson@thedigitalship.com
Shipboard navigation equipment

Nauticast is bought by Chelton

http://www.nauticast.com
UK company Chelton Ltd, part of Cobham plc Group (also the company, which recently bought SeaTel), has snapped up AIS Company Nauticast.

Nauticast will be managed by ACR Electronics of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, which makes products for marine, aviation, and outdoor and military markets. It will work with Nauticast to develop the AIS market. 

Nauticast's AIS system has BSH wheelmark approval and is also approved by the US Coastguard, the US Federal Communications Commission, CCS (China Classification Society).

"This acquisition gives Chelton immediate access to a highly advanced technology, which under the respected ACR and Nauticast brands will provide maritime customers around the world with an innovative and sector-leading product," said Paul Frank, president of ACR Electronics.

ABS guidance on ergonomic design of bridges

http://www.eagle.org
Class society ABS has released a set of “Guidance Notes on Ergonomic Design of Navigation Bridges,” the first in a set of practical guides about human factors in marine safety. 

“We recognize that the vast majority of shipping accidents involving collisions and groundings stem from activities on the navigation bridge,” says ABS manager of safety assessment and human factors Denise McCafferty. 

“When bridge activities rely on interfaces that are awkward for the mariner, human errors relating to judgment and vessel control can occur.”

It looks at practical criteria for ergonomic design and layout of interfaces in the navigational bridge area. There is a process to identify individual vessel bridge requirements to guide the application of ergonomic design principles.   

The criteria is aimed at providing designers and engineers with practical guidance and work processes to use from the concept stage for effective integration of ergonomics and engineering. 

According to ABS, effective ergonomic design is about "integrating personnel with systems and their interfaces," including controls, displays, alarms, video-display units, computer workstations, labels, and overall workspace arrangement. 

“Our goal is to use HFE [human factors engineering] to significantly improve personnel performance and safety while reducing the potential for human error,” says ABS.

Trident Displays launches new rugged LCD monitors

http://www.tridentmicrosystems.co.uk
Trident Displays has launched a new range of LCD rugged monitors intended for applications where multiple images should be viewed on the same screen.

Release of first CHIRP report

http://www.chirp-maritime.co.uk/maritime/feedback/MFB1.pdf
CHIRP, the confidential hazardous incident-reporting program funded by the UK Department of Transport, has released its first newsletter,  "Maritime Feedback," outlining hazardous incidents involved on ships.

A high-speed ferry passenger noticed that cleaning gear was stowed in front of an emergency exit - in this case CHIRP resolved the issue with the ferry operator concerned 

There was a fire onboard a ferry whilst on dry dock, and fire prevention mechanisms had been disabled, no breathing apparatus was available (CHIRP learned that the vessel was subsequently expelled from her registry). 

A vessel which puts food on a hot press in the mess room and is then put on top of the fridge as the hot press fills up; the food then cools, which could cause food poisoning.  (CHRIP contacted the operator concerned and has been informed that the problem has been rectified) 

Failure of threads securing the fuel pressure regulating valve to the fuel manifold adapter caused gas oil to be sprayed over the running engine which could have ignited

Manuals provided by engine manufacturers are not very good, written to cover all the different engine designs the company makes, rather than written for the specific installation, often photocopies of dubious quality, making it hard to read photographs. 

Innovation 4C Ltd to develop shipboard motion sensor

www.innovation4c.com
British company Innovation 4C has won a research and development grant from the UK Department of Trade and Industry to develop a shipboard motion sensor based on space technology.

The sensor combines a solid state compass and attitude sensor, with processing, 3D orientation and heave measurement. It can work out accuracy heading, roll, pitch and heave data.

Prototype systems are undergoing field trials with commercial partners and batch manufacturing is programmed for later this year.

Innovation 4C Limited was formed in December 2002, specifically to transfer and develop technology developed within the space industry and exploit it within the marine industry. 

The company was formed by three well established and successful European high technology companies, who each own part of the issued shares. This includes Verhaert, an engineering company in Belgium which is a prime contractor for the European Space Agency; Fairwater Technology Group, based in Scotland, focussing on IT and marine instrumentation in oceanographic sectors; and O2 Marine Services, a specialist marine systems company.

As well as the Motion Engine, the company is also working on a small vessel based safety and messaging system, providing vessel safety monitoring, emergency alarm transmission and low cost text messaging, and a water monitoring system to work in remote oceans, using low cost satellite communications.

Hyundai awards SAM Electronics "superior supplier"

http://www.sam-electronics.com
The world's largest shipbuilder, Hyundai Heavy Industries of South Korea, has awarded SAM Electronics "superior supplier performance", in recognition for the company's role as a supplier of navigation systems.

The two companies have been co-operating since the early 1980s, and since then over 300 vessels have been equipped with SAM equipment, mainly NACOS integrated navigation command systems. 

Software / web

ABS type approves SARS shipboard alarm

www.sarsinc.com
The Secure Asset Reporting Services (SARS) SAFETYTRAX silent alarm system has been type approved by ABS.

The system uses a mini-C transceiver. The company claims that the transceiver antenna has an innovative design which makes it possible for the system to work in more northern and southern latitudes, and when the vessel has pitch and roll movements of up to 15 per cent. 

Lloyd Pritchard is Strategic's sales director

http://www.strategic.co.uk
Lloyd Pritchard has rejoined Strategic Software as sales director. He previously left Strategic to work for its sales agent Systems Consulting Ltd with Lawrence Royston.

Vector and MPS provide ISPS services

http://www.vectormaritime.com
Maritime software company Vector Maritime Software has announced a tie up with ship security consultancy Maritime Protection Systems, to work together on ISPS services.

The two companies will together provide security consultancy, from which MPS will develop company specific documentation and manuals, developed within the Vector ISM software.  

Manuals can be comprised of ship specific documents, or apply to groups of ships in the fleet and manage distribution of vessels. 

MPS also specifies appropriate checklists and reporting to be carried out within the Vector Management System thereby ensuring that once implemented the ships security system is actively used and the results reported ashore.

The Vector Management System provides statistics and reports so that management can review over a period of time and decide on what security improvements need to be made as a result.

AVECS creates ISPS software program

http://www.avecs.de
Maritime software company AVECS has built an ISPS software system to help shipping companies manage and implement the ISPS code. 

Essentially a document management system, the idea is to minimise the effort required to comply with the regulations and manage the electronic recording of evidence in the office and onboard as required under the code. 

The program is certified by Germanischer Lloyd, Lloyd's Register, Det Norske Veritas und RINA.

Kronodoc Oy launches new shipbuilding / shipping software

http://www.kronodoc.fi
Finnish software company Kronodoc Oy has launched a new software tool for shipping / shipbuilding, intended for content and project management.  

The software handles project e-mail, tracking, information search, integrating technical drawings and can work with a CAD viewer.

The software is developed in co-operation with Aker Finnyards and Deltamarin.

Resurgence Software tie up with Northrop Grumman

http://www.resurgence-software.com
Shipboard equipment reliability analysis software company Resurgence has announced a tie up with Northrop Grumman Ship Systems to provide its Wave equipment optimisation system. 

The agreement includes use of the Wave system by NGSS along with their subcontractors during the construction phase of U.S. Navy ships being built in the company's LPD 17 Program.  

Isle of Man administration accepts Seagull Ship Security Officer training

http://www.seagull.no
The Isle of Man Marine Administration has decided that it accepts Ship Security Officer training certificates from Seagull, where the seafarers are just trained onboard vessels using Seagull software. 

Bahamas Florida Express uses VNSA International reservation system

www.vnsinterational.com
The Bahamas Florida Express, a fast ferry running between Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and Grand Bahama Island, Bahamas, will be using the VNS International MAP solution to manage reservations and guest management needs, covering reservations, online reservations, point of sale, shore excusions, access control, guest management, cargo and vehicle management. 

"We are ecstatic about the value proposition VNS has brought to the table", said George Bradley, Vice President & Chief Marketing Officer of BFE. "Never before have we had the ability to calculate the total value of the guest.  And we are confident that the integrated solution will be easier to use for our employees and will make the reservation and embarkation process easier for our guests.  

ISO 9001: 2000 for PC Maritime

http://www.pcmaritime.co.uk
Shipboard navigation software designer and electronic chart company PC Maritime has been certified to ISO 9001:2000 for quality.

Xantic and HSE Global sign co-operation agreement for onboard chemicals

http://www.xantic.net
Maritime software and comms company Xantic has signed a software co-operation agreement with HSE Global of Norway which makes software to manage chemicals and hazardous materials onboard vessels. 

A typical cargo vessel uses 100-15o chemicals and a passenger ship might have over a thousand such products, but these chemicals are not normally integrated into the vessel’s operational and maintenance planning processes.

HSE Global has built a new module for Xantic’s AMOS Maintenance and Purchasing tool which integrates the operation and maintenance of onboard chemicals.

The new module allows the whole stock of hazardous chemicals, including electronic safety data sheets, health risk assessments and relevant reporting formats to be integrated into the system. 

The system, Xantic says, makes it easier to meet regulatory requirements, manage losses, manage products and suppliers. 

UniSea delivers total incident reporting system to NorSkan Offshore

http://www.unisea.com
Norwegian maritime software company UniSea has delivered a total Incident Reporting and Quality Assurance system, together with Crew Control, for Brazillian company NorSkan offshore Ltd, which is 50 per cent owned by Solstad Offshore and DOF Offshore, big Norwegian shipping companies.

NorsKan has decided to invest in shipboard IT using a Lotus Notes system.

In June this year, DOF signed a one year outsourcing agreement with UniSea to provide IT support and helpdesk for 22 large offshore vessels, so that the total number of vessels UniSea provides outsourced IT support to has risen to over 80.

Seagull builds ECDIS onboard training module

http://www.seagull.no
Maritime computer based training company Seagull has built an ECDIS training module which can be used onboard. Previously, ECDIS training was only available in classrooms. 

The course covers IMO model course 1.27, with knowledge, theoretical and practical skills for electronic chart systems (ENC), electronic chart display systems (ECDIS), covering voyage planning, satellite navigation, chart accuracy, route planning programming and evaluation and practical use of ECDIS. 

Transec approves MUSC port security officer course

http://www.mandusc.com
The Port Facility Security Officer’s course by Maritime and Underwater Security Consultants has been approved by Transec, the UK maritime security agency.

MUSC claims that it was “one of only a handful of security organisations to be given the approval, while many others found themselves being rejected.”

MUSC has already run PFSO courses in countries including Belgium, Hong Kong and Singapore.

Xantic to deliver AMOS maintenance to 10 Chemikalien vessels

http://www.xantic.net
Xantic has signed a contract with German shipping company Chemikalien Seetransport, a specialist in chemicals, products and gas, to supply its shipboard AMOS maintenance software on 10 vessels. 

The deal follows Chemikalien purchasing 2 vessels in early 2003 with AMOS maintenance already installed onboard.

 The Netherlands (Burum) and one in Australia (Perth). With offices and agents in more than 29 countries, Xantic provides customers with premium service and quality, wherever they are in the world.

Satcoms

V-Ships installs PurpleFinder DSAS on all ships

http://www.purplefinder.com
Pole Star Space Applications has won its plum contract: V.Ships, which manages 650 ships, has decided to install its DSAS ship security alert system on its vessels.

DSAS will be fitted on all ships under V.Ships' full technical management, in two phases, one to meet the July 2004 deadline and the other by July 2006. 

The tracking data will be integrated into Pole Star's Purplefinder web based tool enabling V.Ships to track where its vessels are online. Pole Star will also provide after sales customer and technical support. 

"Our selection followed a comprehensive market review of the various competing products from which we concluded the DSAS solution offered the optimum solution based on functional, operational, and commercial factors," says V.Ships.

"It was important for V. Ships to select a product where all aspects of the solution had been considered from ship equipment and installation, through satellite service, to shore application and alert management process, and importantly after sales support and warranty options. 

"In addition to the size of order and prestige of securing such an order from the world's leading ship manager, the most rewarding aspect of this is the fact that V Ships undertook a detailed evaluation of all competing products, and selected the DSAS solution," says Pole Star. 

"We have served the industry well over the past 5 years offering fleet tracking solutions, and it is recognised that we have not just set up shop to exploit the fact that the ISPS code dictates ships must carry equipment."

Xantic gives $500 free airtime with Fleet 33 and 55

http://www.xantic.net
Xantic is offering $500 free airtime for each new Fleet 33 and Fleet 55 terminal activated using Xantic. The offer covers terminals activated by April 1 2004, and free traffic must be used by July 1 2004.

Pole Star DSAS approved by UK MCA

http://www.purplefinder.com
The Pole Star DSAS ship security alert system has received approval from the UK Maritime and Coastguard Association (MCA). 

Pole Star claims that this is "the first flag approval of its kind and the culmination of many months product development effort." It follows its IEC60945 and IACS type approvals.

"Many flag-state Administrations have been waiting on UK flag-state approval before approving the DSAS ship security alert system for use on their own flag vessels. With this now in place we anticipate the accelerated take-up of the solution in many parts of the world," comments Pole Star CEO Darrel Sheinman. 

The MCA approval was achieved in conjunction with the first ship security plan for the vessel CS Sovereign operated by Global Marine Systems Limited. 

The overall solution type approved is the alert activation points, Inmarsat communication, integration into Pole Star's web based system and after sales customer and technical support.

The SOLAS ship alert system requirement does not define the exact equipment, method or procedure required, saying only that it must be a method of indicating that the ship is in trouble without any terrorists onboard knowing.

By not specifying exactly what the equipment must look like, as it does with eg EPIRBs, ensures that any pirate or terrorist does not know what they are looking for if they are on a ship with the intent of disabling the ship security alert.

"However, the problem with being non-prescriptive is that it has allowed for all manner of products including the infamous coded telephone message, and to be perfectly frank, some pretty substandard products," comments Pole Star VP Business Development, Julian Longson.

" The pecking-order of Flag-state / Class Societies / Ship Associations / Companies have now understood this and have become very nervous about system performance from geographic coverage, data latency, product appropriateness, false-alarm verification, etc." 

"They have decided to be stringent in what products they allow, and in many cases have identified Flag approval as the overall lead," he says.

Having approval from the UK MCA ought to mean that other IMO member governments automatically approve the system, he says. "

Indeed since we obtained Flag approval, Cyprus, Malta, and others have already confirmed that they will follow UK Flag approval without delay."

AMOS Connect basic works with Iridium

www.xantic.net/amosconnect
Xantic has announced that its AMOS Connect product, available free of charge, now works over Iridium satellite. 

The software is available free from Xantic's website or by CD. Users can send data over Iridium at rates of up to 4.8kbps using the software. To use the service you need an Iridium terminal with a Xantic SIM card. 

Thrane & Thrane introduces Inmarsat-C based Ship Security Alert System

http://www.tt.dk
Thrane and Thrane has launched a shipboard alert system using Inmarsat –C. 

There are two options, one with a standard online kit, and one with an add-on to existing Inmarsat –C terminals on the ship.

The standalone unit includes one mini-C terminal, a mast mounting kit, an interconnection box, two alert buttons with a 50m cable, a 20m-antenna cable, and a test button with cable. 

The Capsat Ship Security Add-On system uses the existing Inmarsat transceiver on the ship and adds alert panels. 

Globe Wireless is Iridium Tier 1 reseller

Globe Wireless is now a “tier 1” reseller of Iridium and will be combining Iridium, digital HF radio and Inmarsat communications to its 4,000 customers under a single billing system.

As a “tier one” supplier of Iridium, Globe will be much more than a sales agent; it can splice Iridium’s service into its own, and activate shipboard terminals. It will also train its engineers in how to fix and maintain Iridium equipment. 

Globe will be providing the same quality of support for Iridium as it does with its other existing services, including free e-mail to the support department and service engineers in all the world’s major ports.

Globe is not the only “tier one” Iridium provider, (Stratos is also one) but the only one with its own communications network; Globe Wireless owns a global digital HF radio network.

There are to date only 4 global maritime communications systems; Inmarsat, Iridium and Broadband Maritime (satellite) and Globe’s digital HF radio network. There are other single satellite systems, such as CLS Argos. 

This means that Globe will be offering voice communications for the first time; until now the service has only been geared around data. 

All of this can be offered with the shipping company, or maybe individual seafarers onboard the ship, only having a single bill for everything.

Globe still anticipates that its digital HF radio network will be cheaper than Iridium for sending small, urgent chunks of data; for larger files or less urgent messages batched together, Inmarsat would be the choice.

But having different communications options available effectively builds in redundancy into the system – if one communications network goes down, due to a problem on land, in the sky or on the ship, there is another one available. 

The possibilities for using Iridium as part of a crew calling system have not yet really been explored; Globe Wireless already has a crew card system for e-mails, which could be extended to include Iridium phone calls made by seafarers. 

Iridium has a compelling value proposition for the maritime industry.

“People will pay for it because it’s cheap,” comments Globe Wireless Europe general manager Alan Leach.

“For some people Iridium is very important,” he says. “It’s opening a gap which is traditionally an Inmarsat area.”

Oceania Cruises to use MTN for 3 years.

http://www.mtnsat.com
Shipboard VSAT communications company Maritime Telecommunications Network has signed a 3-year lease agreement with Oceania Cruises to use its system onboard luxury vessels Regatta and Insignia. 

Cruise ship passengers and crew can use the system for shipboard e-mail and internet access, telephone and fax, and exchange of data. 

TeleSea provides US coastline with wi-fi

http://www.teleseawireless.net/
A new company TeleSea is providing the entire US coastline with broadband internet access for ships.

Users pay a flat fee to use the service and also have their own e-mail account.

 TeleSea also operates a web portal to take users directly to sites useful to seafarers, including yachtclubs, marinas, hotels, government sites, stock exchanges, brokers, first aid, medical suppliers, training, Coast Guard, tourism sites and water sports, flight booking services, training, magazines and insurance. 

Stanguard – audible alarm if EPIRB triggered

http://www.stanguard.com
UK company Stanguard has developed a system which provides a warning if an EPIRB (emergency position indicating rescue beacon) has been set off locally. 

The cost of the unit is £525 which is complete with fitting material, manual, panic card, and external aerial. The company will offer discounts when sufficient numbers involved.

9 systems have been fitted onboard P&O Irish Sea Ferries, and other users include two Adstream Tugs, one in Liverpool and one in Sheerness, two large yachts, a Shell Tanker and a Global tanker. The MCA's ETV Anglian Princess is also fitted. The company is fielding larger enquiries from India, the Netherlands and the UK.

The system is designed for installation onboard ship. If the ship’s EPIRB is set off accidentally then the seafarers can alert the authorities that there has been a false alarm, rather than waiting for them to phone the ship and see, or worse. Companies can be asked to pay fines following false EPIRB alerts, or asked to cover the cost of any rescue operation mounted. 

The system can also be used in airports, for when planes set off the EPIRBs accidentally whilst landing. 

The Stanguard is currently being trialled with Liverpool Coast Guard, UK, to find out how effective it is. It is also being used onboard Irish Sea P&O Ferries. P&O Ferries notes that it has picked up a number of false alerts on the system set off by aircraft flying overhead. 

Wärtsilä updates condition based monitoring system

http://www.Wärtsilä.com
Ship engine manufacturer Wärtsilä has updated its condition based maintenance package, which enables ship engines to connect directly to its Condition Based Maintenance centre.

Users can connect to Wärtsilä online services to access the latest CBM information and service bulletins, technical manuals and spare parts.

The Condition Based Monitoring system enables Wärtsilä staff to support the daily operation of the installation, making sure that the thermal and mechanical load are at optimum level for operation conditions and enable savings in fuel consumption.

The engine and auxiliary system operation data is collected by a shipboard control / monitoring system, which partly processes the data and creates e-mail files to send it back to Wärtsilä, sending e-mails once a day, with normally about 30kb sent back per engine per 24 hour day.

The CBM also allows shipping companies to reduce the number of skilled engineering staff necessary onboard the ship itself because the skill can partially be outsourced elsewhere. 

By the end of August 2003, 4 different maritime installations in total are connected to the system, accounting for 20 marine engines. The company expects 8 more marine installations, or 33 more engines connected during this year.

New maritime GSM shipboard technology

http://www.ipaccess.com
IP Access, a company based in Cambridge, UK, a signed a product license with Altobridge Ltd of Tralee, Ireland, to offer GSM (cellular phone) services to the aviation and shipping industries, connected to a satellite.

The service will be provided by mixing IP Access’ GSM basestation, which can run onboard ships, with Altobridge’s GSM gateway, which can handle the ship-shore communications component.

IP Access claims that its base station has the “smallest footprint and lightest weight” of all GSM base stations on the market. 

Marlink deal with KYMA shipmanagement

http://www.marlink.com
Marlink has signed a 5 year agreement with the owners of MV Mona Lisa, represented by Kyma Ship Management, to provide shipboard satellite communications. It will supply a VSAT 2 mpbs communications service, enabling guests and crew to search the internet and use e-mail, fax and telephone. 

Satamatics launches ship alert terminal

http://www.satamatics.com
Satamatics has launched a miniature shipboard satellite terminal for satellite tracking and remote monitoring and ship security alert systems, SAT 101. 

The system is intended for shipping lines, barge and fleet operators, fishing fleets, harbour authorities and shipowners to track location, speed and heading of their vessels from any desktop or laptop.

The system will be on display at Europort.

The system can be connected to multiple shipboard sensors, covering fuel and water levels, door and hatch security. A panic button can be installed.

The system can be programmed remotely, and can be powered by electricity supply, battery and solar panel. 

It can send regular reports and reports when a particular condition has been met or exceeded. It can be used for text messaging with the vessel and remote control of onboard systems. There are 8 input/output ports. 

Other news

SMDG meeting in Kuala Lumpur report

http://www.smdg.org
The 42nd meeting of the ship planning message development group (SMDG) was held in Kuala Lumpur in Oct 14, with 95 attendees from 55 different companies from all over the world. The meeting was hosted by Malaysia International Shipping Corporation.

Several presentations were made by Malaysia Port and EDI centres , Japanese Presentation on EDI developments , Indian Port project for EDI was explained , taken that India has a port at every 35 km from each other on 7000 miles coast line. 

All SMDG messages were discussed, confirmation on stables message given and business changes discussed and world wide accepted (or refused).

Next meeting will be held on 7-9th April in Koper, Slovenia and Tunis was accepted to be included for meeting in April 2006.

P&O and BP Marine to trial ship exhaust emission reduction technology

http://www.ponl.com
P&O and BP Marine are starting trials of a new technology, which should reduce ship exhaust emissions, including 95 per cent reduction in sulphur emissions. 

Two new P&O Ferries running between Dover (UK) and Calais (France) will be fitted with EcoSilencers to remove sulphur and other emissions from its funnel. A further ship will run the same route using the same fuel but without the emission controller, so that its performance can be evaluated. 

The European Union has made moves to encourage reductions in sulphur content of bunkers, which is a controversial issue for the tanker industry, with several shipowners not accepting that emission control technology is the way forward. 

The EcoSilencer uses similar technology to that used in shore side power stations. In a process known as scrubbing, seawater is brought into close contact with the exhaust gases, so that the sulphur oxides transfer from the gas to the water. The water is filtered before going back into the sea. 
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