ISM code a good indication of quality – Swedish Club
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Martin Hernqvist, loss prevention manager with the Swedish Club, says he thinks that the attitude of a company to the ISM code tells a great deal about the quality of that shipping company. 

“If there is a true commitment to safety in the top management of a shipping company, the same commitment and the same values are much easier found also in other parts of the organisation - naturally also on board. This produces good results,” he says.

The Swedish Club puts all shipping companies wishing to join the club through a substantial risk assessment, looking at both the vessel itself (type, age, class, flag, engine type) and also the quality of the shore management, through interviews and office visits. 

“The ones that were rated high, and then accepted as members of the Club, also took ISM seriously and benefited from the implementation,” says Mr Hernqvist. 

The Swedish Club announced at the end of 2001 that it noticed a improvement in the safety record of vessels which had implemented the ISM code, something not every P+I club noted. 

Mr Hernqvist acknowledges that part of this improvement might have been due to the way the ISM code made it easier to identify the good and bad vessels, and so the club could avoid allowing operators of bad vessels to be members.

