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DHL Danzas Air&Ocean adopts Internet-based contract and rate management system
metaship AG software ensures worldwide access to contracts and rates
Hamburg, September 2003 – Swiss-based forwarding giant DHL Danzas Air&Ocean has installed a new centralised software system for the worldwide administration of FCL and LCL sea freight contracts and rate agreements. The Intranet-based system was developed by metaship AG in Hamburg, Germany. Irrespective of location, the system will give registered employees instant access to complex rates and vital information such as surcharges, deductions, harbour dues and container service charges as well as pre- and on-carriage costs. The system will provide significant improvements to rate negotiations and analyses of cost effectiveness. At the touch of a button, employees will be able to call up an overview of, for example, rate fluctuations on a given route or with a given carrier.
DHL Danzas Air&Ocean had long sought to replace its conventional, decentralised management system for paper-based sea freight contracts and freight agreements with shipping companies. The new system will reduce the costs of administration of contracts and rates as well as for internal communication dramatically. Also it will be possible to react more promptly and precisely on customer inquiries and tenders. 

The solution to DHL Danzas Air&Ocean' contract and rate administration problems came in the form of metaship's contract and rate management system, developed as a foundation for worldwide purchasing and sales processes. The system standardises purchasing processes by unifying the evaluation of contracts and tariffs on all routes. An interactive, user-friendly, Web-based application, it does away with reams of inconsistent rates that are often only intelligible to experts. Its targeted rate enquiries and freight rate calculations are not only a valuable aid for strategic planning and contract negotiations, but also benefit day-to-day purchasing and sales operations. Costs are optimised on the basis of comparative evaluations and analyses that draw on a wealth of practical experience.

"We started out looking at several standard solutions to provide support for our complicated contract management operations," says Frank Römer, Product Manager Ocean Freight. "But they would all have involved comprehensive and costly customising, and in some areas we would even have had to adapt our business practices to suit the technical demands of the application. metaship's solution is different – it's based on common standards and as such is tailor-made to the particular needs of our sector and to our business processes.

"The metaship consultants and developers have a good understanding of our market," adds Römer. "Whether it's changes to the work flow or technical support, they do an excellent job. In terms of efficiency, we and our business partners have already made significant advances."

After a successful test period, more than 1,000 employees in DHL Danzas Air&Ocean sea freight business will use the metaship system. At the touch of a button, staff perform calculations for complex transport chains, including handling charges, surcharges and discounts; transactions that once could take up to several hours.  

Project supervisor at metaship, Wolf Scheder-Bieschin explains the challenge facing the system: "A rate calculation has to take into account every single component and aspect of a given shipment, as well as the various local currencies. The system has to have the flexibility to incorporate exceptional factors and special agreements. It can't just be for experts.

"Working closely with DHL Danzas Air&Ocean, we analysed and then integrated the requirements of different groups of users. When it came to convincing the users, including several hundred at DHL Danzas Air&Ocean alone who were going to have to alter their working practices, the user-friendliness and stability of the system and the minimal training requirements were very important." Scheder-Bieschin continues.

As a next step, DHL Danzas Air&Ocean plans to extend its Internet-based business to clients and carriers – metaship has already developed 'Client Access' and 'Carrier Access' modules. This would make the smallest shipping firms anywhere in the world part of the process, enabling them to input and update their rates and access agreements.

About metaship

metaship AG specialises in logistics, combining challenging e-business projects with branch-specific consulting and development. The metaship team can draw on in-depth professional knowledge and practical know-how in transport and logistics, combined with wide-ranging IT skills and extensive experience in project management. Since the company was founded in 2000, this combination has enabled it to conceive technologies that satisfy the specific financial demands of its clients, fostering the required expertise among their staff and providing security in a rapidly developing market. In addition to Danzas, metaship's client portfolio also boasts other prestigious names in international transport and logistics, including Kuehne & Nagel and Thiel Logistics. 

About DHL
DHL is the world's leading express and logistics company offering customers innovative and customised solutions from a single source. With global expertise in solutions, express, air and ocean freight and overland transport DHL combines worldwide coverage with an in depth understanding of local markets. DHL's harmonised international network links more than 220 countries and territories worldwide.

DHL continues to be at the forefront of technology and, with more than 150,000 dedicated employees, guarantees fast and reliable services aimed at exceeding customers' expectations.

Based in Brussels, Belgium, DHL is 100% owned by Deutsche Post World Net.
For more information:
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TrenStar Closes $34 Million in Funding 

to Expand Mobile Asset Management Solutions

The Carlyle Group Leads Round, Joined by Trencor and Strategic Investors
DENVER – September 16, 2003 – TrenStar, Inc. raised $34 million in its first institutional round of financing, with more than half of the funding coming from Carlyle Venture Partners, the venture arm of The Carlyle Group, and the balance from Trencor Limited and other strategic investors.

TrenStar’s business model combines radio frequency identification (RFID) and container tracking technology with logistics services to provide better visibility and control of a company’s mobile assets as they carry goods and materials through the supply chain.  TrenStar will devote portions of the funding to growth initiatives including further IT development and additional asset purchases from qualified companies seeking an outsourced solution for the management of their mobile assets.

Carlyle Principal Anand Gowda said, “TrenStar’s RFID and container management technology initially caught our attention, but we quickly realized the potential of the company’s business model.  In our due diligence we found an experienced management team adeptly introducing a way for companies to gain efficiency through better management of their mobile assets.  We expect the brewing, food and beverage, synthetic rubber, automotive and air cargo business segments, in which TrenStar has already established important positions, to continue to benefit from the company’s value proposition and outsourced container management services.”

“TrenStar’s solution for the automotive, brewing and food industries in particular is strengthened by the supply chain services heritage of the founding companies including Trencor.  We can now more aggressively develop our solutions and services and expand into new markets,” said TrenStar President and CEO Greg Cronin.  “Our new investors like the business model and recognize the talent we have on staff.  We are in a position to take a very strong leadership role in the emerging mobile asset management industry.”

“TrenStar has established itself quickly in several industries,” said Trencor Managing Director Hennie Van Der Merwe.  “Our recommitment is a testament to TrenStar’s vision of streamlining mobile asset management for one company and then eventually pooling common assets within an industry to achieve significant savings for all pool members.  TrenStar’s execution of this business model has proven to be a very attractive proposition to many asset-intensive companies in a variety of industries.”
With this funding the largest shareholders of TrenStar are Trencor Limited, The Carlyle Group and the Leede Companies.  

# # #

About TrenStar

TrenStar offers mobile asset management solutions to companies invested in containers that move raw materials, work-in-progress and finished goods through the supply chain.  TrenStar’s three-part solution includes asset management, logistics services and RFID/container tracking technology and helps clients reduce transportation and operating costs while streamlining supply chain operations.  Through TrenStar’s unique “pay-per-use” option, qualified clients enjoy capital repatriation and avoid up front technology implementation costs.  TrenStar manages asset pooling operations in several industries, offering even greater reductions in operating costs for companies that join the pool.   

TrenStar and its affiliates focus on the brewing, food/beverage, chemical, air cargo, automotive, health care, retail and other asset-intensive industries.  Scottish Courage Breweries, Carlsberg-Tetley Brewing Company Limited, Kraft, Goodyear, Burberry, and Prada Stores use TrenStar’s products and services.  Clients of TrenStar’s affiliates include ExxonMobil, Ford, Toyota, DaimlerChrysler and Dow Chemical.  Headquartered in Denver, Colorado, TrenStar has offices in the United Kingdom, Australia and South Africa.  On the Net: www.trenstar.com 
About Carlyle Venture Partners & The Carlyle Group 

The Carlyle Group is a global private equity firm with more than $16 billion under management.  Carlyle generates extraordinary returns for its investors by employing a conservative, proven, and disciplined approach.  Carlyle invests in buyouts, venture, real estate, high yield, and turnarounds in North America, Europe, and Asia, focusing on aerospace & defense, automotive, consumer & industrial, energy & power, healthcare, technology & business services, telecommunications & media, and transportation.  Since 1987, the firm has invested $9.2 billion of equity in 295 transactions.  The Carlyle Group employs more than 500 people in 12 countries.  For more information on Carlyle Venture Partners, visit www.carlyle.com.   

About Trencor Limited

Trencor Limited is a holding company quoted on the JSE Securities Exchange South Africa.  Its core business is the owning, financing, leasing out and managing of marine cargo containers worldwide, finance related activities and supply chain management services to enable the controlled movement of goods, by providing and integrating the use of equipment, services, knowledge and information.  Trencor’s 74% owned subsidiary, Textainer, is the world’s largest lessor of dry freight marine containers with over 1 million twenty foot equivalent units in its fleet. Other interests are in the manufacture and export of tank containers for international markets, and road trailer manufacturing and retailing. On the Net:  www.trencor.net 
Dear Chief Editor,

SES, the well-established shipmanagement software solutions company, wishes to present its latest product SMART RADICAL INNOVATION.

Smart, as its name implies is unprecedented in the international shipping community and it is of utmost interest to shipmanagement companies and consequently to your readers. Ship managers will realize that this is a high quality solution, so useful and so easy to operate that opens a new area in applying IT to shipping, because:

·
It covers all the needs of the Technical, Purchasing and Cost Control management in an integrated, most effective and comprehensive way yet, friendly to the users.  

·
It is a very simple to operate tool by any user. The user can create the office and the vessel database and the level of sophistication, according to the company's policy. 

·
Smart simplifies the problems faced by shipowners when applying IT, because it offers the radical Auto-Implementation Wizard, which guides comprehensively and step by step the user to implement the software and build the technical database and the particular requirements of the vessels through simple "drag and drop" operations. 

·
Smart offers complete databases of spares, stores, provisions, and other utilities, to get the software "up and running" in a matter of hours. 

·
It assists in the compliance with all international standards and ISM code regulations.

Your readers will understand that Smart is a sophisticated, user-friendly, integrated tool that makes an excellent value for money. 

Please find attached a press release that explains the innovations and usefulness of our latest product, which we would greatly appreciate if you can accommodate in your magazine for your readers information.

With best regards

The Marketing Department

September 18, 2003

New SES software is Smart, 

Radical and Innovative
With the development of the new software product Smart Radical Innovation, Greek marine IT specialist SES has underlined its long-term commitment to the ship management software and services sector.

Smart is a multi-user technical, purchasing and cost-control software that can be installed in any Microsoft Windows environment such as 98, ME, NT 4.0, 2000 and XP. Office installation is performed by the standard Microsoft Windows set-up procedure, while onboard the vessel the process is even easier, as the contents of the office-created CD are merely copied into the vessel's computer.

Smart is delivered with the necessary relational tools database and other tools, including training, technical data, all bundled into one competitive price of US $2,000 per vessel for both the office and onboard software. 

"Smart is an Office ship management software, which creates the onboard software modules and data base with a simple operation," says SES chairman and CEO Achilles Vardakis, who is himself a shipowner. "Therefore, in one software, one price, the company is licensed for the office and onboard for each ship."

Smart can be used by small-fleet companies for better control and economic management as well as for assistance with the task of complying with international regulations.

Medium to large fleets can also use Smart to organise their Technical, Purchasing and Cost Control departments in a comprehensive and integrated way. They can also use Smart as an entry point to further expand to the full suite of SES products including Financials, Crew, Operations, Chartering, which are well established and proven internationally.

“Smart Radical Innovation is exactly what its name implies," says Mr. Vardakis. "It is a radically innovative and smart product for ship management covering complete planned maintenance jobs and spare parts as well as the total purchasing cycle with cost control and budgets."

In addition to the Smart software, and in a previously unprecedented move for the shipping software sector, SES offers the Data Implementation Wizard. Through this, with simple drag and drop operation, a user can build the maintenance jobs and spares for each vessel out of the data base included in Smart in a matter of few hours per vessel. This results in substantial savings in consultancy and implementation fees to software consultants and vendors.

"Smart software," says Mr. Vardakis, "is a must for every shipping company from the single ship operator to multi-vessel fleets, to review, implement and operate in at least one vessel to appreciate the value for money offered."

SES, which is an ISO 9001,2000 certified company, has accumulated 30 years experience in managing ships and applying shipping software. The company has established an impressive portfolio of global clients including the UK Ministry of Defence, a number of national carriers, navies and coast guards as well as hundreds of large and small shipping companies.

For further details, please contact:

Contact details : 

SES-SHIPMANAGEMENT EXPERT SYSTEMS S.A.

Tel. : +30 210 41 33 170   e-mail : ses@vardakis.com

Fax : +30 210 41 33 190   web     : www.vardakis.com

POLICE LAUNCH “TRUCKPOL” DATABASE WITH EUROWATCH

London, 18 th September 2003, EUROWATCH, the pan-European counter-crime

service, has signed a sponsorship agreement with the UK’s Metropolitan Police to

establish a web-based information service for recording road freight crimes

committed in the UK. Set up to support the “TruckPol” desk, it will be a

repository for information on freight crime and, eventually, will be made available

via on-line access to police and other parties in the UK and Europe.

The service, located at www.truckpol.com, will support police in their efforts to target

criminal activity against road freight. Information on stolen vehicles, loads and criminal

activity is collated so that emerging crime trends and patterns can be identified. Once

fully established, it is proposed to offer access to other European police forces and to

encourage them to register freight crimes occurring in their countries. The service will

thus become a powerful medium for cross-border sharing of information on freight crime

and will assist police in targeting criminals who steal in one country and dispose of their

stolen goods in another. As usage develops, on-line access will be provided to

accredited TruckPol industry partners such as transport operators and insurance

companies.

“Road freight crime is a large and growing area of criminal enterprise both within the UK

and the rest of Europe,” commented Peter Vyvyan-Robinson, London based director

of EUROWATCH. “It is estimated that the costs of this add up to over €1 billion in the UK

each year and to more than €15 billion for all of Europe. The TruckPol service will

produce real-time intelligence and deliver it to the people who need it in both the public

and private sectors. The plan to extend the service to cover other European countries is

an important part of the strategy to attack one of the mainstays of criminal enterprise –

the ability to move goods from country to country to avoid detection and arrest.”

Detective Sergeant Mark Hooper said, "The partnership between TruckPol and

EUROWATCH is seen by the Metropolitan Police Service as a real opportunity to have a

positive impact on road freight crime not only across the whole of the UK but eventually

Europe. It will disrupt criminal activity by providing a real-time, on-line database, which

will assist in the early identification and recovery of stolen loads and vehicles. "

The TruckPol Desk is run by the Metropolitan Police, which has a national remit to

produce intelligence on road freight crime. Formerly known as the “National Stolen Lorry

Load Desk” and run by Essex Police, TruckPol works in partnership with the transport

industry and other interested parties and currently has over 30 industry sponsors who

contribute towards its costs. Road freight crime information can be reported to TruckPol

by email from the website or by telephoning 0700 TruckPol in the UK.

ENDS

Note to editors:

EUROWATCH provides transport operators with 24-hour access to police across Europe,

available through a single telephone number. EUROWATCH integrates telematics and

Internet technologies to relay emergency data direct to police in real-time. This enables

crime to be responded to much more rapidly, as is evidenced by the recovery of over

€4m of stolen freight so far and 100% of the stolen vehicles that have been reported to

the service since it went live in June 2002.

The 23 countries covered by EUROWATCH are: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech

Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy,

Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Slovakia,

Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom. For further information on the service please

visit www.eurowatchcentral.com

Media contacts:

EUROWATCH ISIS Communications

Helen Cruickshank Michael Haig

Tel: +44 (0)20 7932 8400 +44 (0)1737 248300

E-mail: marketing@eurowatchcentral.com info@isiscomms.com

Special Crime Directorate, Metropolitan Police

Dan Maskell

Press Office

Tel:+44 (0)20 7230 3670

John Woodbury Joins Maritime Telecommunications Network 

As Director of Government Systems

Miramar, Florida – September 18,  2003 - Maritime Telecommunications Network (MTN), of Miramar, Florida, the leading provider of satellite-based communications, networking and other services to the cruise and offshore oil and gas industries, today announced that John S. Woodbury has joined the company as Director of Government Systems, a new position. He will report to Bradford Briggs, Senior Vice President, Sales and Marketing.

Mr. Woodbury has sixteen years of experience in commercial telecommunications.  After thirty years in Navy communications, he began his civilian career in 1987 with GTE Government Systems.  As Manager, Navy Systems, in Chesapeake, Va., he was GTE Program Manager for the first fully encrypted ship/shore/ship Ku band commercial satellite video teleconference, between the USS George Washington (CVN73) at sea, the Commander-in-Chief of the Atlantic Fleet in Norfolk, and the Space and Electronic Warfare Directorate in the Pentagon.  Later, he joined the Harris Corporation as Director, Navy Programs.  He has also held positions of responsibility with Sprint Government Systems, Teleport Communications Group, AT&T Government Markets, and Analytical Graphics.  During his tenure with Sprint, Mr. Woodbury was the Senior Navy Account Manager, initiating the SailorFON program which provided men and women aboard ships at sea with the opportunity to place telephone calls through commercial satellites anywhere their ship was deployed.


“John Woodbury has in-depth experience in the government marketplace, which is a market we wish to pursue, and he has nearly two decades of experience in the communications industry generally,” said Mr. Kagan. “He is a valuable addition to our leadership team.” 

Mr. Woodbury is a Life Member and National Director of the United States Navy League, and serves as President of the Central Florida Area.  He has been an active member of the Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Association since 1970, and has served as President of the Cape Canaveral Chapter of AFCEA.  He is also a Life member of the Military Officers Association of America, and the Naval Institute.

About Maritime Telecommunications Network
Maritime Telecommunications Network, Inc. (MTN), the leader in maritime communications, provides broadband solutions for voice, data, Internet and compressed video services to the cruise and offshore industries using state-of-the-art VSAT technology.  MTN is focused on cost-effective, high-speed satellite solutions while maintaining the highest standards of quality and availability.  MTN's Digital Seas Internet product, the first Information Technology concession, provides turnkey Internet Cafés to the cruise and offshore Industries.  MTN was acquired earlier this year by Falconhead Capital, of New York, with a minority stake in MTN also owned by Natural Gas Partners, of Irving, Texas.  More information on MTN is available at www.mtnsat.com.

Furuno launches new GPS Navigator

IMAGE ; Furuno GPS navigator.jpg

FURUNO GP-90

Following the successful GP-80, a new GPS Navigator is launched by FURUNO named GP-90.

The new design builds on the same basic features and the known user-friendly key-layout of its predecessor, but is fully re-designed with a new Silver-grey 6” LCD display and new hard- and software.

The new GP-90 GPS Navigator fully complies with the new GPS Performance Standard IMO Res. MSC.112(73) regulations and IEC 61108-1 ed. 2 for SOLAS carriage requirements on and after July 1, 2003. 

Further GP-90 is equipped with the new RAIM feature (Receiver Autonomous Integrity Monitor). With the RAIM function enabled, the GPS receiver automatically diagnoses the state of satellite signals and judges the positioning accuracy according to user selected accuracy level. 

WAAS (Wide Area Augmentation System), consisting of 25 ground reference stations across the United States and its two geo-stationary satellites, can be received by GP-90 for navigation in US waters increasing accuracy to 3 meters at 95% of the time. WAAS is in operation already today.

For terrestrial DGPS correction, the GP-90 can be supplied either with an optional internal DGPS beacon receiver board or being connected to FURUNO’s external GR-80 Beacon Receiver. A combined DGPS antenna with integrated whip-antenna (GPA-018S) is also available as an option. 

A wide choice of display presentation modes is available: VideoPlotter, Text, Highway and Steering Mode. In Highway mode, the navigator will show the graphical information about Position, Course and Speed as well as Bearing, Distance and Cross Track Error (XTE) to the chosen Waypoint.

Some Technical facts: 

Receiver: 12 discrete channels all-in-view, C/A code

Time to first position fix: 12 sec. (warm start)

Position update Rate: 1 sec.

Accuracy: GPS: 10 m. (95%), DGPS: 5 m. (95%), WAAS: 3 m. (95%)

Speed Over Ground: +/- 0,001 kt. (calm sea) Course Over Ground: +/- 3 deg. (1-17 kt.) +/- 1 deg. (>17 kt.)

Memory Capacity: 2000 points for ship's tracks and marks, 999 waypoints with comments, 30 Routes (containing 30 WPT per route)

Alarms: Arrival, Anchor watch, XTE, Speed, Time, Water depth, Trip, DGPS, WAAS

Integrity Indication: Safe, Caution, Unsafe at accuracy level of 10 or 100 m.

The setting at the set is possible in the range of 1m~999m.

Power supply: 12-24 VDC -  0.8 – 0.4 Amp.

Waterproofing:
Antenna Unit: IPX6 (IEC 60529), 
Display Unit: IPX5 (IEC 60529).

For more information, please contact

FURUNO European Branch Office,

Hammerholmen 44-48, DK-2650 Hvidovre, Denmark

Tel +45 36 77 4012, Fax +45 36 77 8558, E-Mail: mail@furuno-ebo.com
www.furuno.co.jp and www. furuno.com 
Radio Holland presents electronic novelties at Europort 2003

Radio Holland Group presents several ‘breaking’ novelties in maritime electronics at Europort 2003, as usual in an eyecatching major stand presentation (Standno. 01.1077, Europahall RAI). In co-operation with Furuno (Japan), Radio Holland will launch the new spectacular series of Furuno blackbox deepsea radars. All features will be announced shortly before the exhibition. Also new on show at RH is the innovative AVECS Ship Management System, presented in a virtual Maritime IT Surrounding on the stand, including several other IT applications to be used on board.  Also Radio Holland will present the latest equipment of its newest exclusive brand in Automation equipment, Stein Sohn. The new airtime services that Radio Holland offers through its brand Radio Holland Connect, will be presented together with the complete Fleet satcom range F77, 55 and 33 of Nera and ECI. For audio/video purposes RH introduces the new Sea Tel 4003 Broadband-at-Sea KU Band Maritime VSAT system, as well as an innovative DVD server for maritime applications. RH will show a complete electronics range for navigation, communication, automation, AV, survey, fishery, deepsea and inland shipping. 

Radio Holland Group growing rapidly

Since the independence of the worldwide Radio Holland Group, as a consequence of the Management Buy Out in June 2002, the company is growing rapidly, now incorporating 48 own branches. New branches have been opened in China, Canada and Curacao and also a new subsidiary was established for airtime services, Radio Holland Connect. The renewed organization and the focal point of the Group: efficient and flexible international service 24 hours a day, will be presented at the RH stand. 

Stein Sohn Engine Room automation

Stein Sohn is a German company, founded in 1878 for the production of pressure gauges and thermometers. Nowadays, Stein Sohn produces and sells products for monitoring and controlling technical systems on board ocean-going ships. Radio Holland, exclusive representative of Stein Sohn, shows the VISTA ALARM system at Europort in a live demo.  VISTA ALARM is an integrated system for alarm, monitoring and controlling ships operating technological processes in watch-free operation, with up to 8.000 measuring points. 
AVECS Ship Management system

AVECS is a Ship Management System that offers various software tools/modules for a.o. parts management & stock control, maintenance control, quality document management, nautical audiovisual emergency control, crew management & payroll system, cargo mapping & planning, dangerous goods database, marine event recorder and a maritime translator module, etc. 

Maritime IT

Radio Holland presents a virtual Maritime IT surrounding at the stand where the visitor can see a number of different virtual work spaces on board a ship (captain’s cabin, engine control room, ship’s office, crew communication corner, shore office), as well as a simulated bridge console. All these work stations are connected by a network and various applications can be seen and worked with at these work stations. For example the Rydex maritime email system, Transas electronic charts, camera images, office applications, Datamation conning display, Seacos loading software, radar images, Stein Sohn engine room automation software and  the AVECS ship management system. 

Ship@Sight: web based solution for required ship security alarm system on board

Ship@Sight is a remote monitoring & tracking system on the internet, developed by Radio Holland, with which fleet and ship details such as vessel’s name/ID, position, heading, latitude and longitude are made visible on electronic charts. Ship@Sight has recently been successfully tested for an important function: ship security alarm, which will be a requirement on board according to the latest IMO regulations. The big advantage of the system is that it is web based technology, independent of other office applications.The data is made available via the website of Radio Holland, www.radioholland.nl. The shipowner logs in and uses a personal password. Because the system works through internet, the shipowner can get access to the info at any location where an internet connection is available. Ship@Sight includes features such as: possibility of polling, messaging ship to shore and shore to ship, new worldwide and European charts and the possibility to operate via Inmarsat-C. 

DVD server

The DVD server, which also includes audio, offers an innovative solution for DVD distribution to different locations on board a ship. The big advantage of this system is that it is possible for crew and passengers to watch the same DVD at various locations at the same time with only one “hardcopy” available. An extended collection of DVD’s or CD’s can be saved on the server. It is possible to select a DVD from the digital library without any waiting or having to view separate archive lists. The relatively low price for digital storage of DVD’s is a breakthrough and makes it accessible for a bigger audience.  

New Sea Tel 4003 ‘Broadband-at-Sea’ VSAT Communication system: Work without the wait for dial up or downloads

On display for the first time at the Radio Holland Europort stand is the  new Sea Tel 4003 Broadband-at Sea KU Band Maritime VSAT Transmit and Receive stabilised system. Tired of waiting for dial up or downloads at sea? The Wavecall 4003 offers the same as on shore:  internet connectivity, always on, lightning fast and multiple users.  Just one meter in size, the WaveCall 4003 gives the user blazingly fast inbound and outbound speeds for downloading large files, streaming video, voice, video conferencing or simply surfing the web. 

Transas new console

At the RH booth, Transas introduces the new design of hardware for its navigation systems, the full size pedestal mounted console for the Navi-Sailor 3000 ECDIS and WECDIS, Navi-Radar 3000, Navi-Conning 3000, MT-1 UAIS transponder, Navi-Bridge and Navi-Fisher. 

BALTIC EXCHANGE INTRODUCES NEW SHIPPING ASSESSMENTS

The Baltic Exchange has responded to the shipping market’s increasing interest in derivative-related products with the launch today (18 September) of two new assessments – the Baltic Ship Valuation Assessment (BaSVA) and Baltic Forward Assessments (BFA). 

BaSVA is a brand new concept for the industry, providing independent assessments on the market value of four ship types –VLCC, aframax, capesize and panamax (dry). All the valuations are made on five year old vessels and based on professional assessments made by a panel of 10 reporting companies. BaSVA will be published twice a month on balticexchange.com. 

BaSVA was originally a concept established by a number of Baltic member firms and has been vigorously tested by the Baltic since May. All the data from May is available on balticexchange.com, together with a comprehensive charting package.

The BFA provides the freight derivatives industry with weekly mark-to-market information on three individual routes – P2, P2A, C4 as well as the average of the four panamax time charter routes.  

The BFA has been tested since February with five FFA broking companies providing their best bids and best offers.  Reports for individual routes are for the current month, one month and two months forward: the average of the four time charter routes covers the next three quarters.  The information will be published on balticexchange.com every Thursday.

Commenting on the launch of these new products Baltic Exchange Chief Executive Jim Buckley said:

“The launch of BaSVA could kick-start an entirely new derivative product for the shipping industry with a number of broking houses working on the development of a new BaSVA-based contract.”

He added:


“The decision to publish BFA stems from demand from dry cargo principals who require independent data against which they can mark their forward positions. Many companies are facing increasing pressure from financial authorities to provide documentary evidence of the value of their forward books. We’ve listened to the industry and responded to their needs.”

For further information please contact:

Jim Buckley, Chief Executive 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7369 1624

Note to editors

Baltic Ship Valuation Assessments

	VLCC:
	305,000 Dwt double hull built in “first class competitive yard” – European standard B&W main engine –  about 15.5  knots service speed laden on about 90.0 tons, loa about 332 m, beam about 58 m

Non coated

Not ice classed.
Max 5 years old.




	Aframax:

	105,000 Dwt double hull built in “first class competitive yard” – European standard B&W main engine – about 15.5 knots service speed laden on about 50.0 tons loa about 248 m, beam about 42 m 

Non coated

Not ice classed.

Max 5 years old.

	
	

	Capesize:
	172,000 mt dwt, “built in first class competitive yard” 190,000 cbm grain, max. loa 289 m, max beam 45m, draft 17.75 m, 14.5 knots laden, 15.0 knots ballast on 56 mts fuel oil, no diesel at sea;

Non coated

Not ice classed.

Max 5 years old.



	
	

	
	

	Panamax :
	74,000 mt dwt, “built in first class competitive yard” 89,000 cbm grain, max. loa 225 m, draft 13.95 m, 14.0 knots on 32/28 fuel oil laden/ballast and no diesel at sea.

Non coated

Not ice classed.

Max 5 years old.


Panellists:

Simpson Spence & Young Ltd

Clarksons

Fearnleys A/S

Lorentzen & Stemoco AS

Barry Rogliano Salles

Mallory Jones Lynch Flynn & Associates Inc

ACM Shipping Ltd

R S Platou Shipbrokers AS

Arrow Chartering (UK) Ltd

Banchero-Costa & C spa

Baltic Forward Assessments: 

Panamax

· Route 2 – 54,000 HSS Gulf/Japan.  1-2 safe berths/anchorages Mississippi River not above Baton Rouge/1 no combo port South Japan 54,000 long tons 5 per cent heavy soya sorghum free in and out, 11 days Saturdays, Sundays holidays excepted. Laydays 15 days forward from date of index, cancelling maximum 25 days forward of index. 3.75 per cent total commission.
· Route 2a – 74,000 dwt Cont Trip Far East.  Basis a Baltic Panamax 74,000 mt dwt, not over 7 years of age, 89,000 cbm grain, max loa 225m, draft 13.95m, 14.0 knots on 32mts fuel oil laden, 28mts fuel oil ballast and no diesel at sea., basis delivery Skaw-Gibraltar range, for a trip to the Far East, redelivery Taiwan-Japan range, duration 60/65 days. Loading 15-20 days ahead in the loading area. Cargo basis grain, ore, coal, or similar. 3.75 per cent total commission.
· 4 Time Charter Average; initially 12 months commencing January 2003.


Capesize


· Route 4 – Richards Bay/Rotterdam 150,000 mt 10 per cent coal free in and out and trimmed, scale load/25,000 mt shinc discharge.  18 hours turn time at loading port and 12 hours at discharge port.  Laydays 25 days forward from date of index, cancelling 40 days forward from date of index.  Vessel’s age max. 15 years.  Freight based on metric tonnes 3.75 per cent total commission

Panellists:

Clarkson Securities Ltd

Simpson Spence & Young Ltd

Freight Investor Services Ltd

GFI Brokers Ltd

Pasternak, Baum & Company Inc

Copies for both assessments of the Manual for Panellists can be freely downloaded from the freight market information area of www.balticexchange.com
The Exchange is the world’s only self-regulated shipping market maintaining professional standards, resolving disputes and providing market information.  With over 500 member companies from all over the world it is the largest shipbroking market and its members handle some 30 per cent of all dry cargo fixtures and 50 per cent of tanker fixtures. 

Each day the Exchange handles over 600 separate pieces of information to compile its unique freight market information, including some 41 route rates from 25 panellists in 10 countries.

More than half the world’s new and second hand tonnage is bought and sold by Baltic members in a market which, according to Clarkson’s Research, was worth around US$34 billion in 2002. Commissions from chartering and sale and purchase last year amounted to more than US$½ billion.

India’s National Institute of Ocean Technology buys PC Maritime’s Navmaster chart system

India’s National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT) based in Chennai has purchased PC Maritime’s Navmaster Professional for its survey and research vessels.

The Navmaster sale was made in competition against other prime ECDIS/ECS suppliers by  PC Maritime’s Agent, Indian Maritime College through its subsidiary Elektronik Lab of Mumbai.  Navmaster was chosen as the best solution because of its simple user interface and its special Remote Diagnostics feature which enables efficient, low-cost support to be given direct to system operators onboard.  The Remote Diagnostics feature avoids the need for support engineer visits and keeps maintenance costs very low.

The Navmaster systems are installed on vessels specially designed for coastal research, carrying 7 scientists and 11 crew.  NIOT is an Indian Government Agency specialising in computer modelling of coastal processes, hydrographic survey, design of coastal protection measures, environmental impact assessments and water quality assessments.

PC Maritime’s Agent Elektronik Lab provided the hardware and system installation, and will also provide local support to NIOT.

ENDS  September 2003

For further info contact Anne Edmonds, PC Maritime, aedmonds@pcmaritime.co.uk or K Nanda Kumar at Elektronik Lab, navtek@vsnl.com or nanda@pobox.com 
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