FWL launches supply chain service centre

http://www.fwltech.com
Supply chain shipping software company FWL Technologies has set up a service centre in the UK to provide pay per use IT services. 

It has 5 clients for the service already including a shipping line, a drinks distributor, a 3rd party logistics organisation, a tools and equipment retailoer and a builders merchant. 

Simrad purchases Bennex Holland

http://www.simrad.no
Maritime electronics company  Simrad has purchased its Dutch electronics distributor Bennex Holland. Bennex Holland is renamed Simrad BV. The acquisition was made following the retirement of Bennex’s owner, Wil van Druten. 

Worldlink better than SkyFile, StratosMail, company claims

http://www.wlnet.com/ShipM%20Connect%20graph.htm
Worldlink Communications has released data claiming that its software is “25% more efficient than FT’s SkyFile, and three times faster than Stratos net or other TCP/IP based services like On-air or Iridium’s Apollo.”

It tested the amount of time taken to check a mailbox and download word documents and excel files of up to 48kb. A graph of the results can be reviewed by clicking the link above.

Container repair approval times down 40-50 per cent with IAS software

http://www.interasset.com
Shipping lines who automate the process of obtaining container repair approvals can reduce the average container turn time by 3.1 days, compared to using the manual methods previously employed, claims International Asset Systems, which develops software for automating container repair approvals. 

By reducing container repair times, shipping lines can reduce their overall container fleet sizes by as much as 5 per cent, IAS claims, since around 25 per cent of all containers need repairing after each trip. The total container turn time is reduced by 4.6 per cent. 

Liberian Ship Registry accepts Seagull’s ship security officer training certificates

http://www.liscr.com
The Liberian Ship Registry has agreed to accept Ship Security Officer training certificates produced by training software company Seagull. 

The Seagull software enables ship security officers to be trained onboard the ship, which is much more cost effective than classroom training. 

All training activities can be managed conveniently onboard or on shore through the Seagull Training Administrator. 

P&O Nedlloyd and Log-Net set up logistics IT company in Shanghai

http://www.lognet.com
P&O Nedlloyd Logistics and shipping line IT company LOG-NET is setting up a new company in Shanghai to provide logistics information services to Chinese shippers and importers. 

Delphin Cruises in 5 year Marlink VSAT comms seal

http://www.marlink.com
Delphin Cruises of Hamburg, Germany, has signed a 5-year agreement with Marlink to receive onboard 128 kbps VSAT satellite communications on its luxury liner Delphin Renaissance.

Guests and crew will be able to use the system for e-mail, fax and telephone. 

"Marlink's reliable and efficient communications package coupled with their technical capability to meet our aggressive installation schedule made them the obvious choice to be our communications provider," said Captain Harm Hansen, superintendent of Delphin Cruises.  

"The onboard satellite services we now provide our passengers allow them to keep in touch with family, friends, and businesses, and permit them instant access to the latest news, weather, and world events, regardless of where in the world the Delphin Renaissance is sailing."

US ENCs available free 

http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/enc/index.htm
Official electronic charts (ENCs) for US coastline are now available free of charge on the internet. Charts are available which cover about half of the US East Coast, including almost continuous coverage from Maine down to Washington, also most of the Texas coast, parts of Florida, and then Los Angeles / Long Beach, Vancouver and much of Alaska, as well as much of the Great Lakes. 

NOAA has free online software, currently available for beta testing, which allows users to download the charts they want in one group and download them altogether. The cells are also updated monthly, and you can download all the updates you need, again free.

NOAA is working towards producing S-57 compliant update patches which should be available by the end of the year, also free of charge. 
Despite the data being available for free, international chart service providers like Chartworld.com continue to provide what they see as added value, by providing an international collection of ENCs with all the necessary updates a shipping company needs in a single package. 

Chartworld supplies the official chart cells bundled together, optimised for viewing on an ECDIS, and deliver it directly to the vessel on a CD by UPS or DHL. For this service, it charges a service charge of Euro 99 per data sets or Euro 229 for all US ENCs (Euro 199 until the end of September this year) for all sets on one CD. 

Apex Marine uses ABS NS 5 fleet management software

http://www.abs-ns.com
Apex Marine Ship Company of New York is the first ship operator to use ABS-NS’ NS 5 fleet management software. 

The company operates 8 handymax bulk carriers internationally and will be using the NS 5 maintenance and repair module, which can be used for recording all maintenance work performed on a vessel by the crew or outside contractors. It provides a planned machinery and vessel compartment maintenance history.

"After looking at and comparing ABS Nautical Systems to other programs,

what sold us was the evolution of the Nautical Systems products and the

opportunity to be in on the ground floor of the new product development,” says John Swift, president of Apex. 

“We will utilize NS 5 Maintenance & Repair for all maintenance related

activities for our entire fleet.”

OceanMedia – new ship TV division of AST

http://www.oceanmedia.tv
Applied Satellite Technology has renamed its satellite TV division OceanMedia, providing shipboard TV services for the maritime industry.

The television is not available across the oceans, because it is broadcast from satellites pointing at land areas, where most of the customers are, mainly around Europe, North America, South America. But a large amount of ocean is covered around the land areas.

The Oceanmedia website has very useful coverage maps of a range of different satellites, showing exactly where you would be able to receive the television being broadcast. 

OceanMedia has exclusive deals to represent BBC World and BBC Prime for the maritime environment. It has produced a 90cm shipboard TV antenna, which, it says, can be commissioned by non-qualified personnel and is simple to maintain. 

Danaos aims to improve its PLM software utilisation onboard

http://www.danaos.gr
Maritime software company Danaos has announced that as part of its work to improve its software, it discovered that the utilisation of its product lifecycle management (PLM) system is very low – in other words, clients are buying the software but not using it.

Danaos decided that the cause of the issue was that the system was the only one requiring extensive set-up before utilisation, and the problem may be that clients are not implementing the software properly/ 

“It is proven that Danaos clients understand the necessity and benefits of these systems, for cost reduction (Maintenance and Spare Parts costs can be reduced up to 30%) and that they are part of statutory requirements (PLM is a prerequisite for the Safety Management System), but have limited resources to allocate to their implementation,” says Danaos.

Taking this into account Danaos has extended its team of support engineers in Piraeus and Mumbai. The systems can also be implemented remotely over the internet if required. 
Please see following press release from Simrad UK

[Relevance:International]

SIMRAD OFFERS NEW TFT DISPLAY SIZES

Simrad has launched a new range of LCD monitors in various sizes designed

for use across all professional and commercial fishing applications. Based

on the high quality Fujitsu TFT MVA Premium™ technology, these

industrialised displays are now available in 15”, 17” 19” and 23”

versions, with a 10” version due soon.

Simrad pays particular attention to display quality and this new range of

monitors is the perfect compliment to the SunView range already offered by

the marine electronics specialist. Called the ‘CF’ range all the displays

offer excellent clarity and enhanced colour and image quality. Improved

input options means that each model includes DVI-D input, RGB standard

input and Video input.

As with Simrad’s SunView displays, CF displays can be viewed almost

anywhere on a vessel, making them easy to position for effective working

conditions. Making this possible is the controller and high light

intensity in combination with high contrast and backlight adjustment

controls. In addition, the displays offer a huge range of brightness

options, enabling them to cope in different times of the day and strengths

of sunlight.
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P R E S S  R E L E A S E 

MCMURDO APPOINTS NEW SALES AND MARKETING ASISSTANT

Gemma Eadie has been appointed as Sales and Marketing Assistant at McMurdo, the Portsmouth based manufacturer of marine electronic safety equipment.

23 year old Gemma has moved from London back to her home area to take up the position.  Working within a team of three, Gemma will assist with all the worldwide sales and marketing support generated by McMurdo for its products in the commercial and leisure marine sectors.

Gemma is a graduate in digital media from Westminster University.  Prior to joining McMurdo, Gemma was working in London for a special effects company.  

Further information is available from McMurdo Ltd, Silver Point, Airport Service Road, Portsmouth PO3 5PB, Tel +44 (0) 2392 623900 or Fax +44 (0) 2392 623998, or visit the McMurdo website at www.mcmurdo.co.uk 

Editors:  please note this press release can be accessed and downloaded directly from our electronic pressroom at http://www.adpr.co.uk
Further press information is available from McMurdo Ltd, Silver Point, Airport Service Road, Portsmouth PO3 5PB, Tel +44 (0) 2392 623900 or Fax +44 (0) 2392 623998; or Alice Driscoll Public Relations, Tel +44 (0) 1935 826451 or Fax  +44 (0) 1935 826551
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SIS to provide Dubai Shipping Company with total fleet management solution

Oslo, September 5,  2003 – Star Information Systems (SIS) today announced that the company has won a contract to provide DSC (Dubai Shipping Company) with a comprehensive fleet management system. The system will be installed on DSC’s nine vessels and at its head office in Dubai.  

According to Martin Karlstad, Sales Manager, SIS, the fleet management system will provide DSC with a comprehensive range of software and services, including maintenance, spare parts/purchasing, budget, crew/payroll, ISM/quality assurance elements, ship performance management and a seamless interface to link purchasing with DSC’s existing ERP, Oracle Financials.  

Archie Smiley, DSC’s Technical Manager, says SIS was selected because of the company’s recognised expertise in integrated fleet management systems.

 “SIS is capable of delivering an onboard system which is of the highest quality and completely integrated,” he said. “Everything is included in one package, which makes it easier for our onboard users to learn and allows our IT staff to provide more efficient support.”

Karlstad said DSC is an important addition to the SIS client list.

 “DSC has a bright future, and we are happy to be a part of it,” he said. 

DSC, a subsidiary of Emirates National Oil Company Ltd (ENOC) LLC, is one of the leading shipping companies in the Gulf region. Recently, the company awarded South Korea's Hyundai Heavy Industries Co. Ltd. a USD 140 million contract to build four high-specification, state-of-the-art double-hulled tankers, and confirms plans to renew its existing fleet.  
SIS  is one of the pioneers and leading companies in software for fleet management. SIS was founded by the people who developed the RAST Operation & Maintenance System. Its unique integrated software solutions are designed for use onboard ships and in the office.
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