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US eliminates crew list visas and biometric identity cards

http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/14mar20010800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2004/pdf/04-16468.pdf

The US Department of State has adopted a "final rule" for elimination of crew list visas, which enabled seafarers to enter the US without being deemed "immigrants".

It says that crew list visas were stopped due to security concerns.

"Since the September 11, 2001 attacks, the Department has reviewed its regulations to ensure that every effort is being made to screen out undesirable aliens," the State department says. 

"By eliminating the crew list visa, the Department will ensure that each crewmember entering the United States is be required to complete the non-immigrant visa application forms, submit a valid passport and undergo an interview and background checks."

"Additionally, the Enhanced Border Security and Visa Entry Reform Act requires that all visas issued after October 26, 2004 have a biometric indicator."

The Department notes that over 100 comments were received saying that seafarers should be allowed shore leave without visas, most of which having identical text, saying that seafarers do not know where they will be in advance and have to wait to obtain a US visa, and that the proposed biometric seafarer identity document could serve as a substitute for a passport / visa.

"While the Department recognizes that a seafarer's ID containing biometrics could be useful, it is likely to take years for such a document to be developed and adopted widely," the state department says.

"Further, one of the principal reasons for requiring individual visas is the need, for security purposes, for a consular officer to personally interview each applicant. 

"Adoption of the new ID card will not address the need for interviews."

"Regarding difficulties for crewmen obtaining individual visas caused by last-minute scheduling, the Department recognizes the problem, but continues to believe that the security of the U.S. demands individual crew visas despite the dislocations that the requirement may cause initially."

"Nevertheless, the Department hopes that shipping companies and unions will encourage their employees and members to obtain visas where there is a reasonable possibility that a crewman may be required to enter the U. S. at any time."

"The visa, once obtained, and depending upon bilateral reciprocity for like documents held by U.S. seamen, will generally be valid for up to five years."

"Therefore, once individual crew visas are obtained and used generally by seamen working for companies that ship to the U.S., there should be reasonable certainty that most of the crew will be able to enter the U.S. on short notice."

Generally applicants for US Visas must apply in their home countries - so Philipinno seafarers need to go to Manila, where the current wait time (according to the website) is 9 weeks for an appointment with a further 4 day wait for the visa, plus a required $100 fee. 

Visas can normally be renewed without a personal embassy visit.

There is strong international belief that the US State Department's refusal to make it possible for seafarers to come ashore when their ships go to the US is a violation of human rights, not to mention a fundamental lack of respect on the part of the Americans on the people which deliver nearly all of their oil, much of their food and most of their consumer goods.

The US State Department checked that the rule would not lead to an effect on the US economy of over $100m annually, or "adverse effects on competition, employment, investment, productivity, innovation, or the ability of United States-based companies to compete with foreign based companies in domestic and import markets."

A question for discussion - could the US making it difficult for seafarers to obtain visas for shore leave lead to an impact on the US economy of over $100m annually?

NYK to test windmills on ships

http://www.nykline.co.jp/english/what/2004/0826_01/
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Japanese shipping line NYK will shortly be embarking on a project to install windmills onboard ships as a means of generating power.

The wind power generation equipment will be installed on its new 62,200 ton, 200m vessel car carrier "Andromeda Leader."

The windmill is 4.5m high with diameter 4m, with a 30kW generation capacity at wind speed of 25 metres per second. A conventional diesel generator will switch on when there is not enough wind. 

The aim is to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from the vessel, which are produced by the traditional power generation systems which use diesel fuel.

NYK is also reducing the amount of ballast water required on the Andromeda Leader by half from usual amount for a vessel that size, to minimise environmental impact of displacing water around the world in ship ballast. There is a 3,000-ton fixed concrete ballast. 

American Superconductor tests 5 MW propulsion

http://www.amsuper.com/products/motorsGenerators/shipPropulsion.html
PHOTO REQUESTED


American Superconductor Corporation reports that its 5-megawatt superconductor ship propulsion motor has been successfully tested at full load on a US navy ship.

Superconductor motors are more efficient than conventional motors because they can generate more power for the same size motor, or generate the same amount of power with a much smaller motor. 

For example, a superconductor motor can be built with half the size and a third of the weight of a traditional copper based motor with the same power and torque rating.

The fuel efficiency is also higher and maintenance costs expected to be lower, whilst the costs are about the same.

The motor was developed under contract with the U.S. Navy's Office of Naval Research (ONR) to prove the viability of superconductor technology for both military and commercial marine propulsion.

Kongsberg’s bearing monitoring system

www.kongsberg.com
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Caption “Kongsberg’s bearing temperature monitoring system”

Kongsberg has developed a bearing temperature monitoring system for 2-stroke engines. 

Its development follows the April 2004 launch of a new wireless monitoring system for rotary machinery applications, the GB-100 Sentry system. 

The BearingMaster is based on the DataChief and AutoChief automation systems, and is designed for use on all types of Sulzer RTA/RTF engines or MAN B&W MC-C/ME-C engines, and can be used to retrofit existing engines as well as newbuilds.

US buoy information network

http://www.ncddc.noaa.gov/COOS/IOOS/
The US National Ocean Services (NOS) Division of the US National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), part of the US Department of Commerce, has a project to develop an "Integrated Ocean Observing System" (IOOS), a network of sensors in the ocean to measure tides, currents, water depth and water salinity, temperature and other weather conditions.

The project builds on a system called "PORTS" (Physical Oceanographic Real Time System") running in some coastal US ports and the great lakes, using a network of buoys with sensors. The data can be made available to the industry on the internet. 

The benefits to the ports and shipping industry are that this data allows the water depth in a berth or port entrance to be calculated to millimetre accuracy, with each additional centimeter draft available often corresponding to an extra few hundred tons of cargo the ship is able to carry. 

The maximum ship's draft a port can take is determined by the dynamics of seabed profile, wind, tide, water salinity and vessel speed.

Ship groundings in New York harbour have reportedly decreased 60 per cent since the system was introduced in 1998 and the system is reportedly popular with pilots in Connecticut.

The system has since met funding problems with government reluctant to foot the bill.

The program has been under development for several years from the scientific communities, including oceanographic, meteorological, environmental and fisheries, for several years, but until now the maritime or port industry has not been involved. 

The project currently has an estimated annual budget of $750m, with 80 per cent coming from US Federal Government, with a remaining $150m to find. 

"With a sophisticated port area wi-fi communications network, it would be possible to supply the pilot and master with a highly detailed, dynamic passage plan to enable the ship to pick its way along the deep channel at the optimum speed while the VTS is continuously tracking its movements to ensure it remains within the dynamic model," says Digital Ship's communications and navigation correspondent Steve Harding. 

MAN B&W’s engine room design tool

www.manbw.com/engineviewer
Ship engine manufacture MAN B&W has released a software tool for engine room design. 

Users can view three-dimensional models of four stroke engines, which can be used as a basis for planning the engine room. Shipyards can use the viewer to select a suitable engine for their newbuilding project. 

MAN B&W is putting engineering data for its medium speed engines on its extranet, with various different views.

GE "smart container" device

http://www.gesecurity.com

General Electric Co has made a move into the container security business, launching "CommerceGuard," an electronic seal for box containers.

The seal is activated by typing in a special code, similar to home alarm systems. If the device is opened without a valid code then the device goes into "alarm mode". It also records when and where the container was opened since being initially sealed. 

The system has already been tested by the US government and shipping lines, with a view to selling it everywhere next year; it is likely to be used for GE's own shipments. 

As one of the world's largest companies, GE is one of the world's largest container shippers - it is also one of the world's largest lessors of box containers.

The device was developed by All Set Marine Security of Sweden and enhanced with GE's sensor and software.

Ship shore communications

INVSAT service agreement with Sperry

www.invsat.com
Sperry Marine has signed a deal with Inmarsat-owned VSAT service supplier INVSAT, for Sperry to handle worldwide installation and support for INVSAT’s VSAT products in the maritime industry worldwide.

"Developing strong alliances and joint venture partnerships has become a critical part of maintaining a competitive advantage in the quickly evolving marine communications market,” says INVSAT.

 “Invsat is an important partner for us because of their unique strengths and experiences in marine VSAT technology,” says Sperry. “We believe that Invsat is ideally positioned to drive forward the next generation of VSAT engineering technology making them the ideal partner for us.”

Stratos new ship-shore e-mail package

http://www.stratosglobal.com

Inmarsat service provider Stratos has launched a new ship-shore e-mail system, StratosOne, which automatically rejects virus e-mails and spam, and scans e-mail attachments for viruses.

The system is already being used onboard M/V Dole Chile, one of the two largest refrigerated container ships in the world. 

The system can handle e-mail, fax, telex and SMS text messages. 

Seafarers can each have their own e-mail addresses, paying for their e-mails onboard. 

Weather, news and sports information is offered as additional services. 

"Our first transmission using StratosOne included a large number of messages, which were successfully sent in about one-quarter the amount of time it would have taken with our previous solution," said Captain Karun Chhabra, master of the M/V Dole Chile. "

Inmarsat's Q2 results

http://www.inmarsat.com

In its second quarter results, Inmarsat announced that it had earned $27.5m revenue from maritime voice services and $36.8m revenue from maritime data services during the quarter, with total maritime revenues of $64.3m.

This compares to $38.3m total revenues from land and $4.2m from aeronautical. 

The trend shows that maritime voice revenue is decreasing slowly and maritime data revenue is increasing slowly - the comparable figures for maritime voice and data revenue for the 2nd quarter of 2003 were $28.3m and $34.0m respectively.

The current number of active terminals, as at June 30 2004, is 105,400 maritime, 73,000 land and 5,900 aviation, compared to 99,000 maritime, 75,600 land and 5,200 aviation at the same point in 2003.

Total revenues for the quarter were $123.7m, compared to $138.6m for the 2nd quarter 2003.

Inmarsat notes that the decrease in revenues from maritime voice is due to customers moving from more expensive analogue services to less expensive digital services, and also competition from handheld operators (Iridium).

Overall Inmarsat made a loss of $700,000 during the quarter, taking into account total revenues, satellite deprecation, operating costs and interest payable.

Revenues from INVSAT and Rydex were $3.1m during the quarter, compared to $6.1m in the same quarter of 2003, a drop Inmarsat attributes to "continued lower demand from the oil and gas sector."

France Telecom BGAN agreement with Inmarsat

www.francetelecom-mobilesat.com
France Telecom Mobile Satellite Communications and Inmarsat have signed the first distribution agreement for the new BGAN (Broadband GlobalArea Network) service. 

On its launch in 2005, BGAN will be the first mobile satellite communications solution to offer global coverage with data rates of up to 432 Kbps. 

BGAN will initially only be available for terrestrial use, with a rollout expected for the maritime industry around 2007.

France Telecom and Inmarsat will co-operate in developing and testing billing, provisioning and customer support services for the BGAN service.

DFDS fits mobile phone system onboard

www.mcpinc.biz

Scandinavian ferry operator DFDS has signed a contract with Maritime Communications Partner of Norway to fit a shipboard GSM system for ferries on the Copenhagen to Oslo route, "Crown of Scandinavia" and "Pearl of Scandinavia.

MCP is a partner company of Telenor, probably the largest provider of shipboard VSAT installations in the world, with about 200 maritime installations. Telenor is a main shareholder of MCP.

Passengers on the ferry will be able to send and receive phone calls and SMS messages while they are on the ferry in open waters, paying similar rates to normal international rates.

The phone calls will be carried by a shipboard GSM antenna, plugged into the shipboard VSAT system. Passengers will pay for the call via their normal mobile phone billing system. The revenue will be split between the passenger's mobile phone company, MCP and the shipping company.

 "Today, our customers are expecting full connectivity in terms of both telephony and internet accesses, even when travelling at open seas. The agreement with MCP is an important step in this direction", says DFDS IT director Gert Møller.

Sydney considers wi-fi on ferries

http://news.zdnet.co.uk/communications/wireless/0,39020348,39167304,00.htm

The New South Wales Transit Authority, is considering providing wireless broadband access on its ferries in Sydney, according to internet news service Zdnet.

It has been trialling a combination of wireless LAN and iBurst mobile wireless technology.

The system could work with a standard private internet service provider, with passengers paying for cards to access the service. It could be combined with a mobile phone account using providers like Telstar or SingTel, or the account could be provided by wireless access point providers who already offer services in other areas of Sydney.

SkyWave’s new D+ terminals for ship tracking

Have photos image y skywave 200d.png.

Caption “Skywave’s new D+ terminal”

http://www.skywave.com

SkyWave Mobile Communications of Ottowa, Canada, has launched two new satellite terminals for Inmarsat's D+ tracking system, DMR200D and DMR200L.

The products also have better remote monitoring functions, so they can be reconfigured remotely. The terminals have an integrated antenna. 

The systems are used by Pole Star Space Applications, which operates the Purplefinder system, possibly the leading ship security alert system (SSAS) technology, with customers including Barber, BP, Broström, Cunard, Hanseatic, Oldendorff, P&O Nedlloyd, Univan, and V. Ships. 

The DMR200D has four input / output ports, so it can be connected to monitoring devices on the ship - there is no need for a separate microprocessor or input / output controller.

The DMR200L has a special low elevation antenna, so it can work better at very far North or South (eg Arctic Circle) when the Inmarsat signal is not so strong.

The low elevation antenna also makes it specially suitable for use on ships, because the rocking of the ship can change the angle between the antenna and the satellite.

Detailed specifications of the new terminals are available online: DMR-200 D: http://www.skywave.com/_downloads/DMR200D_DataSheet.pdf DMR-200 L: http://www.skywave.com/_downloads/DMR200L_DataSheet.pdf 

Geolink’s Iridium communications packages

http://www.geolink.com

Satellite communications company Geolink has launched a number of Iridium communications packages specially designed for the maritime industry, working together with Iridium equipment manufacturer Beam Communications.

The Beam SeaCALL package includes a satellite modem, handset, antenna, power plug pack, cables and external ringer.

The Beam FixedPOTS package enables an Iridium satellite terminal to be connected into a standard telephone exchange, either onboard ship or onshore (to enable phone calls to be made to ships over Iridium bypassing the local public landline network to reduce costs).

The Beam SeaCAPTAIN package includes an Iridium handset for the captain with a standard telephone handset for crews, with an emulator for normal dial, busy and ring tones so using it is similar to using a normal phone.

The Beam SeaTRACK package includes a ship security alert system over iridium, with a satellite modem and tracking system, also providing voice and data communications services for shipboard use and an optional computer network socket for ship shore data transfer.

Globe Wireless European sales VP

www.globewireless.com
Globe Wireless has appointed a new vice president of European sales, Frank Christophersen. Mr. Christophersen joins Globe from Sperry Marine Systems where he previously led its Americas sales organization. He is Danish and speaks several European languages.

SatPoint VSAT to BIRKA cruises

www.satpoint.se
SatPoint has signed a 5 year agreement with Finland based Birka Cruises to supply the new cruise ship Birka Paradise with a satellite VSAT communications system, giving the vessel a fixed broadband connection to its Mariehamn based headquarters.

Dualog’s web based e-mail monitoring tool

www.dualog.com
Ship shore data communications company Dualog has released a new web-based management tool for maritime data communications, called Dualog Operator.

It allows configuration of shore-to-ship communication, traffic monitoring, viewing of statistics and operational status in real-time. 

Individual senders can be assigned different degrees of access for sending messages to vessels. Unwanted messages can be deleted or rerouted before sending them to the vessels and automatic spam and virus control is also included.

Ship operations and training software

ShipServ’s business intelligent module

http://www.shipserv.com

Electronic ship supply purchasing company ShipServ has set up a business intelligence module, helping shipping companies monitor their purchasing efficiency.

The service can provide data, for example, on how many requests for quote the buyer sends out for the average order, and how many items are on the average order.

Shipping companies can also monitor how fast different suppliers respond to the requests, and how much purchases specific vessels need every year.

In particular, ShipServ believes that the measure of the average value of the purchase order is a good measure of the working efficiency of the buyer, because it is much more efficient to send out a few large orders rather than lots of smaller ones. 

"Whatever the amount of orders the process per order takes the same time," says ShipServ. "You don't want purchase orders with a single line."

The data can be displayed on the screen or downloaded as an Excel spreadsheet, or put together in a report.

Dubai Shipping Company uses Star software

http://www.sismarine.com

Norwegian maritime software company STAR reports that Dubai Shipping Company has decided to complete all of its purchasing transactions through Star's Fleet Management System, rather than using fax and e-mail.

The company is committed to improving the efficiency of its purchasing department, and says that its move to the system has already started to encourage ship suppliers to submit order forms electronically. 

The company operates a fleet of double hulled tankers in the Persian Gulf.

Star reports that its procurement software recently carried 10,000 transactions in one month, a new record. 

The company is currently completing a full upgrade of its Star IPS 2.0 system, with modules for equipment, maintenance, material, crew, document, event, insurance and purchasing & budget.

The system works in different languages and can be upgraded over the internet. 

It has useful new functionality for distributing documents around the company and fleet, such as for updated or new procedures, with the office being notified when the documents have been received and acknowledged onboard ship. 

The 2.0 Star Document has a feature to make it easier to control and sort PDF documents, organising them in smaller documents to make distribution of changes and updates more efficient. 

The Star Event software has functionality for corrective actions to be distributed around the vessel or to all vessels following an incident or near miss.

The Purchasing and Budget system includes catalogues from a number of different suppliers and budget control functionality.

Napa upgrades tanker loading software

http://www.napa.fi/OB_Napa/obn/obn_main.html
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Ship loading software company Onboard-Napa has upgraded the user interface for the onboard tanker version of its software.

The tool can be used for onboard load planning, damage stability analysis and decision support. There are tools for tanker load planning and monitoring, and simulation of cargo operations. 

Special attention has been focused on the damage stability features in emergency conditions, including grounding, estimation of outflown cargo as well as possible countermeasures, thereby helping the officers onboard to make well-informed decisions about possible courses of action.

It builds on the NAPA ship design system used by many shipyards, ship design consultancies, maritime authorities, and classification societies. 

Lloyd’s Register award for weld training aid 

 www.lr.org
The International Institute of Welding has awarded Lloyd’s Register its biannual André Leroy Prize for its computerised non-destructive examination (NDE) training aid, developed together with TWI Ltd of Cambridge.

The tool teaches surveyors how to use radiographs (x-rays) to ascertain quality of the welds and check for defects. 

ABS NS opens in Hamburg

http://www.abs-ns.com

ABS Nautical Systems, the software arm of class society ABS, has opened an office in Hamburg, headed by Andreas Koshiek.

Mr Koshiek has 20 years experience in the IT industry, with experience in including sales, network support. He has knowledge of networks, databases, programming languages and web based development technologies using Java, PHP and MySQL. Recent employers include iXL, Pixelpark AG, Greenpeace Germany (IT-Dept.) and as the General Manager of the multimedia replication company Enovato.

Mr Kohsiek holds numerous certifications including Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer, Certified Novell Administrator and Microsoft Certified Professional in Windows NT Workstation, Windows NT Server, TCP/IP, Networking Essentials and Exchange Servers. He is also a certified Windows NT Administrator. His native language is German and he also speaks English fluently.

Meanwhile US flag carrier Horizon Lines recently selected ABS NS SafeNet crewing and payroll software module to use onboard 17 of its vessels, to standardise systems in the fleet and reduce paper workload.

The fleet management software was also recently selected by American Steamship Company, operating dry bulk vessels on the US Great Lakes. ASC purchased the Maintenance and Purchasing and Accounts Payable modules, citing the improved efficiency in its purchasing process as one of the main reasons for purchasing the software. 

Valles Steamship of Vancouver, Canada is also another new customer, using the system to assist in tracking surveys and class certificates.

ABS NS recently launched a Business Metrics Poll feature, enabling to help IT managers and others purchasing shipping software to benchmark their own methods against those of other shipping companies, on indicators such as number of system administrators per vessel operated or number of software training days per employee per year.  

Rheinmetall computer game seafarer training system

www.rheinmetall-detec.com

Rheinmetall Defence Electronics of Germany has launched a computer game - type simulator training system for the maritime industry covering safety and security.

Seafarers can run around the computer game ship, access the electrical systems, engines and rudder, and communicate with other seafarers.

Several students can use the system at the same time on networked computers, all dealing with the same scenario on the computer game ship.

The training software prepares seafarers for fire on board, inrush of water, collision, running aground, person over board, evacuation, damage/destruction of ship, hijacking or seizure, attacks.

Seafarers have to deal with catastrophe scenarios, technical malfunctions and chain reactions with one problem leading to another.

The system covers all training required under the ISPS code, including fire fighting, crowd and crisis management, ship security officers training.

The ship model used can be made to look like the customer's actual ship.

It is possible to replay exercises later and make assessments of how well people did.

QinetiQ’s shipboard decision support tool

www.qinetiq.com
UK maritime research agency QinetiQ has developed an onboard decision support software for the UK Royal Navy, to help officers navigate more safely in extreme weather conditions.

The system, dubbed ORPHEUS (Onboard Risk Performance Hazard Evaluation System) advises the master about how the ship will perform in different scenarios, showing how the ship is rocking and its operating limit. 

There are onscreen diagrams showing how changes in ship speed and course might affect the ability to perform tasks at different speeds and headings. 

The system was tested in rough weather of the West Coast of Scotland.

Bass SAFIR links to Swedish INSJÖ system
www.bass.no
Maritime software company BASS has integrated its safety information reporting system SAFIR with a similar system developed by the Swedish Ship Owners Association, the Swedish Maritime Administration and Sveriges Sjöfartshus called “INSJÖ.”

Both systems are designed to anonymously record accidents, near-misses, non-conformities and other incidents in a database so that other seafarers can learn from them without punishing the person responsible for them. 

In Sweden, SAFIR is currently being used by Broström Ship Management, B&N Nordsjöfrakt, OSM Seapartner and Laurin Maritime.

 
 “This tool helps us to reduce multiple data entry and ensures that we fulfil our requirement towards the Swedish Government in a structured way,” says Birgitta Magnbrant, head of quality assurance with Broström Ship Management.
“The SAFIR-INSJÖ link saves us from redundant administrative work of entering similar data in two databases.” 
Marine software launches Marine Project Manager

http://www.marinesoftware.co.uk

Marine Software of the UK has launched MPJWin, a refit management program for chief engineers and superintendents, to help them monitor and control costs in ship repair.

It covers all aspects of a refit project, from the initial planning through to completion, and includes Gantt charts, all financial transactions including multiple report options, and the final project report, which can include documents such as protocols and photographs. 

It can be interfaced into the Marine Planned Maintenance for Windows software so that full Defects, Survey and refit based jobs can be exported to be carried out during the refit period.

  

Navigation news

Singapore to introduce AIS to smaller ships 

http://business-times.asia1.com.sg/story/0,4567,124631,00.html

The Maritime and Port Authority (MPA) of Singapore is developing an automatic identification system for smaller vessels using the port, to work together with the AIS transponders which larger ships are using. 

The system is dubbed Harbour Craft Transponder System (HARTS).

MPA has not yet committed to a specific timeframe for commissioning the system, because it wants to check that the technology works first.

'We are continuing to partner the security agencies to make sure this system can be tested and proven," says MPA chief executive Admiral Lui Tuck Yew, speaking to Singapore Business Times. 

"After that we will make a decision to implement it.

"My belief is that at this stage we are really all on board about the utility of such a system."

The combination of AIS and Harts should cover 95 to 98 per cent of all vessels in Singapore waters, enabling security agencies to concentrate on the remainder.

The shipboard transponder is expected to cost under 1000 Singapore dollars (under US $600), much cheaper than the IMO AIS system.

"It is not as sophisticated (as the IMO version) but does enough for our purposes within port waters," Mr Yew said.

Lilley helps achieve OCIMF best practise in navigation

Http://www.lilleyandgillie.co.uk
UK chart and equipment supplier Lilley and Gillie says it is able to help shipping companies achieve best practise as defined by the Oil Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF) in its document "Tanker Safety and Self Assessment," in the Navigation section.

Stage one says there should be onboard audits of chart corrections - the Lilley and Gillie service can provide a superintendent's checklist for each vessel over the internet, showing which chart corrections have been supplied and applied to the paper and electronic charts.

Stage 3 recommends that shipowners use electronic charts and have a system to ensure they are fully corrected. Lilley and Gillie says it is one of one two companies in the world that supply all necessary paper and digital data, as well as the necessary software and hardware to use electronic charts.

"Due to our own manufacturing and design background we are well used to developing procedures and monitoring processes," says Lilley and Gillie managing director Graham Knight.

"Adapting our Chart Outfit Management System to provide similar facilities to shipowners for them to use was a natural development. "

A direct link to the demonstration page for the Online Chart Management System is http://www.lilleyandgillie.co.uk/cms/

Canadians buy Norcontrol’s radar extraction technology

www.norcontrolit.com
Norcontrol IT has delivered 11 VET5070 vessel tracking system (VTS) Radar Extractors to the Canadian Coast Guard, enabling effective transmission of radar images as compressed data. 

It will be used with the Information System on Marine Navigation (INNAV), a Canadian Coast Guard developed network of information on commercial marine traffic off Eastern and Northern Canada. 

The systems will be installed in Montreal, Quebec, Les Esquomines, Port Aux Basque and Placentia Bay. 

US paper chart updates - no longer on paper

http:///www.nima.mil

The US National Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA) has announced that it will stop distribution of paper copies of its "Notice to Mariners" updates to paper charts from January 1 2005.

The Notices can be downloaded free of charge over the internet.

USCG patrol boats upgrade ECDIS

www.transas.com
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Caption “USCG patrol boats – upgrading their Transas ECDIS” 

Transas USA has a contract to upgrade the entire United States Coast Guard 87 foot Coastal Patrol Boat (USCG 87’ CPB) fleet to the latest Navi-Sailor 3000iCG Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS).

The Navi-Sailor 3000iCG ECDIS software has a number of key features including Automated Identification System (AIS) functionality, a ROSS DSC interface, search and rescue support, and an advanced trial manoeuvring module.  

The procurement includes type approved Transas RS4 PCs, monitors, dedicated keyboards, and upgraded backup systems.

Transas is also supplying two matching systems to the Armed Forces of Malta Maritime Squadron. 

Commander Allen Harker, USCG, ACO, Contracting Office for the CPB project comments, “The Transas Navi-Sailor 3000iCG system provides us with an even more versatile state of the art ECDIS than that provided by the original 2400 version. 

“The Transas system provides a tremendous capability for our Patrol Boat fleet, reducing workload while providing a precise integrated and automated navigation system, thereby improving situational awareness.”

Transas has won a deal to supply its ERS 4000 engine room simulator for the WA Maritime Training Centre in Fremantle, Australia. The simulator has models for tankers and trawlers.

New Zealand buys OSI ECDIS

www.osil.com
The Royal New Zealand Navy has agreed to deploy the latest version of OSI’s electronic chart system “ECPINS” across its entire naval fleet, in a deal worth CDN $947,000 (US$750,000).

The deal was made as an “option” to an original agreement, signed in April 2003, under which OSI provided training systems and support services to the navy. 

Delivery will be completed by the end of August 2004 with installation over the following 12 to 18 months.

Sperry’s bridge maintenance contracts

 www.sperry-marine.com
Sperry Marine has been awarded a maintenance contract by the Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency (SFPA) for the navigation and communication systems aboard the agency’s patrol vessel Minna, and the radar systems on Sulisker, Norna and Vigilant.

It has been awarded a contract to supply the integrated bridge systems and communications suite for the next SFPA patrol vessel, which will be built at Ferguson Shipbuilders on the River Clyde.

Sperry is keen to build its service management and maintenance contracts, where it agrees to handle all maintenance and service tasks, rather than the shipowner having to do it. It is planning a number of online initiatives to support the service. 

The company already has service contracts from Royal Caribbean International, BP Shipping, Chevron-Texaco, Stena Irish Sea Ferries and P&O Ferries.

Sperry’s flat-screen desktop radars

www.sperry-marine.com
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Caption “Sperry’s new flat screen radar”

Sperry Marine has introduced flat screen displays on its full line of BridgeMaster E radars, to replace the conventional cathode ray tube (CRT) displays.

The new flat screens work with S and X band radars and are fully type approved and CE wheel marked.

The flat screens are specifically adapted for use onboard ships. They can show very bright images in bright sunlight conditions and very low-level light outputs for use at night.

The flat screens are also more reliable than CRT screens, being less affected by the earth’s magnetic field. There is no need for shielding and regular degaussing.

Sperry has an upgrade program for converting existing CRT models to flat-screen displays and has discontinued supply of CRT displays on its BridgeMaster E range entirely. However it promises to continue supporting CRT radar displays in service for at least 10 years.

Thomas Gunn supplies MARIS ECDIS 

www.maris.no
UK chart agent Thomas Gunn has made a tie up with Maritime Information Systems AS (MARIS) of Norway, so it will supply its electronic chart display equipment and PC radar kits.

The move follows Thomas Gunn’s rival Lilley and Gillie’s acquisition of PC Maritime so it is able to supply both charts and chart display equipment. 

This now means that the UK’s three largest chart suppliers, Kelvin Hughes, Thomas Gunn and Lilley and Gillie, are all also suppliers of chart display equipment. 













