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Seafarers and ISPS code 

DECK HEAD

How much do seafarers know about the ISPS code? Digital Ship asked them

BODY

Digital Ship conducted a survey of 21 random seafarers at Delhi Maritime Training Institute in August this year, to find out how aware they were about the ISPS code and security concerns. 

The respondents were from both deck side and engine side with 9 engineers and 12 deck officers.

There was a high awareness about the safety concerns in the maritime industry in the respondents.  More than three-fourths of the officers surveyed, were aware of the ISPS code.  

The degree of knowledge about the code was quite limited, and respondents were unaware about the details of the code.  

76 per cent said they were aware of the code; 14 per cent admitted very limited knowledge and 10 per cent were ignorant.

When asked, most of them also knew that the code would come into effect from July 2004.

However only 44% of the respondents have noticed any significant changes so far, apart from enhanced watch keeping at ports, in their ship’s security system with respect to the ISPS code. 56 per cent have not seen any changes yet. 

One out of every two respondents was comfortable with the idea of taking up a training course related to the ISPS code, their concern for security, motivating them to take up certificate courses, programmes, etc. in this regard.

SUBHEAD

Will it work?

A few respondents opined that improving security outside and within the port area could further enhance ships’ security. 

Respondents also felt that gas carriers and oil / chemical tankers, owing to their high degree of hazard, could be some of the most potent instruments of destruction used by terrorists.

Although a few respondents felt that the ISPS code is America’ s response to the 09/11 tragedy, most people feel that implementation of the code would be a step in the direction of reducing the vulnerability of ships against terrorist related activities.

SUBHEAD

Concerned about security? 

All the respondents felt genuinely concerned about piracy and terrorism, and this concern stems from their need for personal safety and well-being. They were of the view that shipping companies and ports should raise the standards of security, which are being observed to fight back the increased piracy and terrorism.

While all respondents viewed shipboard security as an area of concern, 62% of them feel it was a major problem area and 38 per cent said it was of moderate concern: ships being under threat from terrorists, pirates or other intruders.  

Officers who had sailed in the South East Asian regions were particularly concerned about the increasing piracy in the region.  

Their major concern was that as no firearms are being allowed on board ships, they were helpless against the pirates, who use modern automatic/semiautomatic weapons when they attack a ship.

SUBHEAD

Monitoring who comes onboard

71% of the respondents felt that their ship were safe enough not to let intruders just walk up the gangway, unchecked. 

 The remaining 30% of the respondents were apprehensive about the safety of the ship and felt that their ships were not intruder-proof, even at the perpetually watched gangway in the port, as there were some unattended areas from which someone could easily climb up the ship unnoticed by the ship staff.  

24 per cent said it was somewhat possible for an intruder to get onboard, 5 per cent said it was quite possible. 

This is evident from the number of stowaways being caught on various ships.

SUBHEAD

Changes due to ISPS

In addition, there were some major changes that the respondents expected to see after implementation of the ISPS code.  

These were tighter security arrangements at ports and ships; increased level of awareness with regard to the threat from terrorism and related activities; greater responsibility (and subsequent workload, too) for ship’s staff; development of alarm systems (for reporting intruders or suspected intruders), shipboard drills and training programmes; and increased documentation and paperwork.

They were expecting a number of changes in future regarding the safety measures to be followed on-board ships.  More documentation work, increased workload, new safety drills, new courses and training modules and examinations were some of the changes they anticipated to be implemented with the ISPS code coming into force. 

The seafarers also expected new systems and instruments to be installed on the ships to make security measures more effective.

SUBHEAD

Is your employer concerned? 

Considering the perception of respondents with regard to their employers’ concerns over the ISPS code, it was observed that 42% of the respondents believed that their organisations were extremely concerned over the issue of ship and port security; the remainder thought their organisations were moderately concerned. 

Steps were being taken by both ship owners and ship managers to increase the safety standards being followed on ships by the ship staff, when at sea as well as when in port.

BOX NOTE

This survey was carried at Delhi Maritime Training Institute, questioning 21 randomly chosen seafarers. All were aged 21-30, with between 1 and 7 years seafaring experience, and employed by major international shipping liens such as Wallem, Neptune Orient Lines, Chevron, Essar Shipping, OMI and Eurasia. 
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