DEVELOPMENTS AT ABS

NEWS FROM ABS-NS

ABS plans new software roll out

Us maritime software house ABS Nautical Systems is planning a new software roll-out, NS5, with a new user interface, new sorting and searching capabilities and database architecture, and more flexible maritime purchasing workflow. 

The software is rewritten from the ground up in Java programming language.

“The SafeNet product line has lived a long and productive life, but it was built with a technology set that is no longer considered cutting-edge,” says Evan Michaelides, Vice President & Chief Technology Officer. “With the introduction of NS 5, we have established a platform that we can build upon for years to come.” 

In addition to the various technology improvements, NS 5 incorporates many functional enhancements based on feedback provided by existing clients and other companies that operate in the marine and offshore industries. In particular, many companies are expected to take advantage of the more flexible purchasing workflow.

The new software will be first demonstrated at ABS-NS’ forthcoming user conference in Las Vegas in October.

A new operating platform, new product modules and new Northern European sales, service and support centre

User conference in Las Vegas, October 2003. 

NS5 in final stages of development. 

New set of tools in Java platform 

Should “significantly improve user interface and functionality” 

Will be previewed at User Conference 

3 new modules_ e-procurement, SafeNet Ship Forms and SafeNet Voyage Manager. 

 Ns 5 – latest technology standards, “revamped” look, 
. “The SafeNet product line has lived a long and productive life, but it was built with a technology set that is no longer considered cutting-edge,” said Evan Michaelides, ABS Nautical Systems’ Vice President and Chief Technology Officer Michaelides. “With the introduction of NS 5, we have established a platform that we can build upon for years to come.” 

There is a new user interface, with new sorting and searching capabilities. 

Open database architecture. 

More flexible purchasing workflow. 

It will be released in stages during 2004, with the maintenance and repair, purchasing and inventory modules to be released in October 2003. 

General availability to new clients in first quarter of 2004. 

Crew Management, Crew Payroll and ISM modules should be available in the second quarter of 2004.

In order to facilitate transition to NS 5 for existing clients, ABS NS plans to provide a tool to convert SafeNet central databases to the new product’s format, as well as special interim facilities to permit continued data replication with vessels running SafeNet during the transition period. These transitional replication facilities will be available in the second half of 2004.

	

	

	

	

	


E-procurement facility: extension of exsting purchase and inventory moule.

Making existing system electronic.

Server agent and client agent. 
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In a move consistent with its history of educating and training the marine and offshore community, ABS Nautical Systems (ABS NS) has donated its SafeNet suite of products 
to the US-based Maritime Institute of Technology & Graduate Studies (MITAGS), a non-profit continuing education center for marine professionals. MITAGS now offers a course to its students several times each year that familiarizes them with ways to utilize the software within their organizations. 
The course provides professional mariners with an introduction to the ABS NS integrated fleet management and information system, SafeNet, and covers the Crew Management, Crew Payroll, Financial Reporting, Purchasing & Inventory, Maintenance & Repair and ISM/STCW Compliance modules. Application and module instruction is provided at the generic and company specific level. MITAGS also facilitates similar courses several times each year directed specifically to clients who are in need of additional training. Clients who participate in the MITAGS SafeNet course are exposed to the same level of detailed instruction as the general MITAGS student population. . 

“MITAGS SafeNet course benefits the user by increasing their understanding of critical business processes that occur within the industry. They function as a complement to the many MITAGS courses that focus solely on the maritime industry’s technical processes,” said Bruce Pollock, an instructor who teaches MITAGS SafeNet courses. “Our courses are structured to provide a deeper understanding of business processes that may be influenced by the use of SafeNet fleet management software.”

As part of the donation ABS NS also provides technical support and maintenance for the course. Additional features and software updates will be provided by ABS NS as they are developed or as MITAGS student users indicate a desire to have them.

The donation is viewed as mutually beneficial by leaders at both ABS and MITAGS. As Walt Megonigal, head of MITAGS business activities division, explained, “Thanks to ABS NS negating the cost of its suite of products to MITAGS, we will be able to expose many marine professionals to the type of software they may be responsible for using or purchasing one day.”

Should you be interested in registering a member of your organization for the MITAGS course, please contact Walt Megonigal at 1-443-989-3252 or at wmegonigal@mitags.org. 


	ABS NS Opens Office in Germany 
New Business Development Representative Leads Expansion in Key European Market 



	
[image: image1.jpg]



Sigurd Klug
ABS NS Business Development Representative 
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BS Nautical Systems (ABS NS) has tapped Sigurd Klug, an engineer with
years of consulting experience, to lead its expansion into the key Northern European market. Klug, who was recently named Business Development Representative at ABS NS, seeks to establish a stronger presence in the region by introducing prospective European clients to the benefits associated with an integrated approach to fleet management and operations. 
“This is the first time Nautical Systems will have a direct presence in Northern Europe in support of our growing number of clients,” said Klug. ABS NS maintains its European headquarters in Greece. “We look forward to expanding our local and regional service and support from the new Hamburg office location.”

Klug is excited about his new role and its responsibilities. With a consulting background, Klug has had hands-on experience managing Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) systems for large companies on a global scale. 

A graduate of the Masters of Engineering program at the Technical University of Darmstadt, he brings to ABS NS a unique combination of computer experience and maritime knowledge, having spent years designing technical systems for marine and offshore units, including monitoring systems for main engines and mooring systems. "Sigurd was chosen for this position after multiple interviews and meetings because of his education, experience, and presentation style," says Gerry Nielsen, ABS-NS Director of Operations. "He has already become a familiar face at our local client sites and is now a first line of support for these clients."

In addition to providing local support, Klug’s immediate task will be to focus on the Maintenance & Repair and Purchase & Inventory Modules of the NS suite to demonstrate to shipowners and managers the benefit of integrating the entire suite of NS software within their existing business systems.

For more information about the Hamburg office and ABS NS product and service offerings in Northern Europe, please contact Sigurd Klug:

ABS Europe Ltd.
Hamburg Office
Attention: Sigurd Klug
Roedingsmarkt 26
D-20459 Hamburg, Germany
sklug@abs-ns.com

  




ABS Nautical Systems
2003 User's Conference 

Las Vegas, NV

October 6th, 7th, & 8th
Held at the Luxor Hotel
