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BOX TEXT 

Ben English has worked as the AIS Pre-Implementation Program for the

past 4 years in Western Canada.  He has extensive knowledge of the

practical use of AIS.  Working with companies ranging from the largest

Cruise Ships to local Tugs and Tows, Bill has a broad understanding of

the needs of the users.


BODY

In recent tests in British Columbia, Canada conducted with the assistance of several cruise ships utilizing Class “A” (SOLAS) AIS transponders, it was well accepted that the information being received was wonderful.  

Data that had never been available to the bridge team before was being presented to them.

But, as was pointed out time and time again, cruise ships do not collide with cruise ships or other SOLAS vessels. The problem is collisions with smaller vessels, and AIS does not make it any easier to avoid collisions with smaller vessels because they do not carry an AIS system. 

Almost every single state country is lagging far behind in their legislation to put transponders on board smaller vessels. 

Some of the reasons for this are because most nations simply do not understand what the benefits are.  Some do not understand how this valuable tool can be used in National Security, or for improving the VTS operations.  

There is no reason why other compatible technology could not be introduced which would make an affordable solution for smaller vessels.   This technology could fit within the AIS Class “A” world without hindering the operation of the network at all.

If smaller vessels also had AIS, then larger vessels could see where they are, and it would be much easier for search and rescue teams to find them if they ever needed to. Also the smaller vessels could see where the other smaller vessels are and the other large vessels are. 

SUBHEAD

Class “B” systems

In the next two to three months more class “B” AIS systems will become available on the market, intended to be carried on smaller vessels not required to carry an AIS system under SOLAS legislation. 

We need to see that the transitional period is, well managed, and having it fit comfortably within the Class “A” world.

The price range for the Class “B” is targeted low enough so that it will have a much smaller financial impact on the small operator.  

The price tag is not nearly as much as the Class “A” systems would be. 

The systems could work together with normal PCs and laptops, which are onboard many smaller vessels anyway, and provided with free software. 

The system could additionally be used for emails, transferring shopping lists, getting instructions from corporate office and many other useful things.

Recently, there has been some significant research done by a US based company that would allow the class “B” world to very comfortably, and very patiently work within the class “A” world.  

