ELECTRONICS AND NAVIGATION NEWS

JRC launches AIS with remote monitoring

http://www.jrcamerica.com
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Maritime electronics company JRC has launched an AIS (automatic identification system) with remote monitoring. 

The system plugs into the shipboard computer network, which can send data back to shore via Inmarsat by either dial-up connection or Inmarsat Fleet MPDS (which would be cheaper). The AIS box plugs directly into the Inmarsat phone by serial connection.

The data sent back to shore is the same as the data which the AIS emits; however it is only sent to shore on demand, so engineers can check everything is working properly (or alternatively as part of a long range tracking system).

A number of alarms are programmed into the AIS, to sound when the equipment doesn't seem to be working properly, for example if there is an antenna fault. In this case an alarm can also be sent to JRC shore engineers.

Remote engineers can check and analyse the equipment onboard, to make sure it is broadcasting the right information, and if necessary arrange for an engineer to visit the ship at the next port. 

New Middle East navigation aids vessel

http://www.menas.org
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Middle East Navigation Aids Service (MENAS) has commissioned a new 82m vessel to install and maintain navigation aids in the Arabian Gulf.

The vessel, named Relume, was christened by Chantal E Mitropoulos, wife of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) Secretary-General Efthimios Mitropoulos, in Netherlands on July 6, as it left Damen Shipyard.

The vessel will also handle oil spill response/ cleanup, hydrographic surveying, remote operated vehicle operations. It has a 25 tonne crane, a 40-tonne towing winch, and deck space for up to 12 20-foot containers.

MENAS owns and maintains an extensive network of buoys, lighthouses and differential global positioning system (DGPS) transmitters. Its revenue is drawn solely from navigation dues paid on vessels above 2,000 Net Registered Tonnage (NRT) using Gulf waters and, this revenue is invested for the safe navigation of shipping passing through the Gulf.

"The progressive modernisation of our aids to navigation equipment and subsequent rationalisation of our maintenance practices mean that MENAS can carry out its core activities using less ship's time than in the past," says MENAS. 

Effect of wind farms on navigation trial

http:///www.mcga.gov.uk

The UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency has a trial to test the effect of offshore wind farms on ship navigation equipment, radios and detection aids.

The trials are being carried out around North Hoyle wind farm, off North Wales Coast, involving large merchant vessels, recreational vessels and a number of Search and Rescue units. 

The MCA will carry out a full assessment and evaluation of any effects these wind turbines may have on maritime operations generally and also to determine any problems which are likely to arise in the event of search and rescue operations in or around these installations. 

"Whilst many of the units involved will be larger vessels, we will also be looking at 'worst case scenarios' such as locating and detecting small dinghies and even individuals lost or in difficulties within the wind farm complex," says MCA. 

Organisations involved include British Chamber of Shipping, the United Kingdom Major Ports Group, Oil and Gas Installation Operators, BHP Billiton, Trinity House, the Royal Yachting Association, the Environment Agency, Mersey Docks and Harbour Board and n-power renewables, operators of the North Hoyle Wind Farm.

Kongsberg launches bulk carrier water ingress detection system

www.kongsberg.com

Kongsberg Maritime is launching a new Water Ingress Detection System specifically for bulk carriers. 

The system uses patented GL-10 water detection sensors, which have been designed by Kongsberg Maritime to operate without fault in the harsh conditions found in the cargo holds and other areas of a ship where water ingress may occur.

CAE’s $4.6m million in marine orders

www.cae.com

CAE Valmarine is to supply marine controls for Royal Caribbean Cruise's Ultra Voyager, the world's largest passenger ship. 

The contract will include a complete machinery automation system and a heating, ventilation and air conditioning system. CAE Valmarine has already supplied automation systems for all five of the earlier Voyager-class ships. 

In addition, CAE Valmarine has received its first-ever order for a dynamic position system, which will be installed in an offshore supply vessel belonging to Norway's Ostensjo Rederi AS. The dynamic positioning system automatically allows vessels to hold their positions by means of propulsions and thrusters. 

CAE Valmarine also has a contract for an integrated ship automation system for a fast attack vessel owned by the Finnish navy. The package includes machinery monitoring, controls and alarms, valves, pumps and power management for delivery in June 2005.

Total contract value is $6m Canadian (USD $4.6m)

Jotron compact AIS receives type approval

www.jotron.com
CAN PROBABLY FIND PHOTO

The Jotron TR-2500 AIS has been type approved by BSH, and is claimed as "the world's smallest and most compact AIS", weighing 2.8 kg. 

"Various authorities have already commented very positively on our user interface along with the synchronization capacity with other vessels. Our background as manufacturers of compact and rugged easy-to-use VHF-equipment has helped us considerably when developing our new TR-2500 AIS," says international product manager Arne Berdal.

Singapore academy acquires Transas ECDIS

www.transas.com
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Caption – New computers at Singapore Maritime Academy

The Singapore Maritime Academy (SMA) has bought a Transas Electronic Chart and Display Information System (ECDIS) for its Centre for Advance Navigation. This will work alongside its current Transas Navi-Sailor and Navi-Trainer ship handling simulator. 

The system is capable of running an operational ECDIS along with providing the various functions of a desktop ship handling simulator. 

The ECDIS simulator at the SMA is the largest in Asia with ten workstations and one instructor bridge.

SMA is able to conduct the complete range of courses for students going for Certificates of Competency, including IMO Model Course 1.07, Radar navigation, Radar Plotting and Use of ARPA, and IMO Model Course 1.27, The Operational Use of ECDIS and Electronic Navigation Systems (ENS).

Furuno launches new Type approved IMO Radar Series 

www.Furuno.com
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Furuno has launched a series of radars featuring new antennas, and new technology for target detection, which it claims offer a more flexible, user-friendly operation. 

The whole range is type approved under BSH. 

There is a new console design, which Furuno describes as “compact and aesthetically appealing”, harmonising with the new Voyager-Style IBS (Integrated Bridge System). 

The new radars come in two series, the far-21x7 series with a 20.1" high resolution flat panel multi-colour LCD, complying with SOLAS carriage requirements for ships below 10,000 gt, and the far-28x7 series with a 23.1" equivalent display for SOLAS vessels. 

The radars can be supplied with separate processor units, display units and control units, to allow for a large variety of possible installations.

This includes standalone consoles (see photo) or integrating the radar into a larger bridge system. 

Chart presentation, ARPA and AIS displays can also be shown on the radar screen.

Up to four radars can networked together, for example if the ship has four radar antennas with different radio frequency (X or X) – the displays can be switched to show information from differ rent radars. Also images from different radars can be overlayed, to eliminate radar shadows. 

The systems also have redesigned controls – the users can use the traditional Furuno function keys system, if that is what they are used to, or a new trackball cursor system.

Kongsberg’s simulation software

www.kongsberg.com

Kongsberg Maritime has launched the latest version of its Polaris bridge simulation architecture, Polaris 4.4.0. 

It forms the basis of either PC based desktop simulation systems or multi-channel full mission simulators based on real-life bridge consoles and layouts.

Lilley and Gillie acquires 50 per cent of PC Maritime

http://www.lilleyandgillie.co.uk
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I will get caption later

Lilley and Gillie, chart agent and electronics manufacturer, has acquired 50 per cent of electronic chart software company PC Maritime, in order to develop a full service of navigation equipment and charts, helping shipping companies migrate from paper to electronic charts. 

David Edmonds will continue as PC Maritime's managing director, Anne Edmonds as PC Maritime’s marketing director and the company will remain at its existing premises in Plymouth.

The expansion follows a 45 per cent growth in the sale of Lilley's manufactured products. 

PC Maritime does not yet have a type-approved ECDIS system, but is developing one.  

"ECDIS is likely to become a mandatory fit on SOLAS vessels and probably the next major purchase for shipowners retrofitting equipment on the bridge, "says the company.

The company is currently developing remote diagnostic systems to reduce the reliance on worldwide service networks, which, the company believes, do not give shipowners the most cost effective support.

Lilley and Gillie introduces new range of walker Indicators

http://www.lilleyandgillie.co.uk
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Caption The new Walker indicators

Lilley & Gillie is introducing a new range of analogue and digital Walker Indicators for commercial vessels, covering indication of wind, log, clinometer, clock, rudder angle and heading information, and 4 digital models which will cover wind, weather, nautical and ship's head. 

They are available both analogue and digital.

Costa Cruises and Stena use McMurdo lifejacket lights

www.mcmurdo.co.uk 

IMAGE McMurdo Costa Cruises

McMurdo has won an order to supply 20,000 L6 lifejacket lights to cruise ships in the Costa Fleet.  

The order was secured through McMurdo's Italian distributor Canepa and Campi. Stena Line has also selected the R6 lights to fit on its ferries placing orders through McMurdo's Swedish distributor Torgersen Marine AB.  

The L6 one-piece, manually activated light is small, compact and robust.  It emits a flashing light that meets the latest IMO SOLAS requirements, and is designed as a 'fit and forget' product within a five year replacement cycle.

