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What is an Electronic Navigational 
Chart (ENC) - a brief recap 
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Electronic Navigational Chart (ENC)

• ENCs are produced in accordance with IHO S 57 and 
meets the definition of a “Nautical Chart” as defined in 
SOLAS V Reg 2, being issued officially by or on the 
authority of a Government Hydrographic Office and 
designed to meet the requirements of marine navigation.
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Primar Stavanger - a Regional 
ENC Coordinating Centre (RENC) 

and a cooperation framework
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Principle purpose of 
RENCs

• Ensure consistency in ENCs from different 
Hydrographic Offices (HO’s), also through 
RENC-RENC co-operation
• Ensure that co-operating HO’s (actually the 
States) meets the obligations of IMO SOLAS 
V and IHO WEND
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WEND

• International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) established the 
Worldwide Electronic Navigational chart Database (WEND) 
principles in 1994

• Here, member nations are recommended to cooperate on regional 
and international level to ensure the greatest possible 
uniformity and quality of a global ENC service.
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Obligations under SOLAS

IMO’s SOLAS V Reg.9 Paragraph 3: “Contracting Governments 
undertake to ensure the greatest possible uniformity in charts and 
nautical publications ….”

IMO’s SOLAS V Reg.9 Paragraph 4: “Contracting Government 
undertake to co-ordinate their activities to the greatest possible 
degree in order to ensure that hydrographic and nautical 
information is made available on a world-wide scale as timely, 
reliably, and unambiguously as possible”
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Primar Stavanger 
International ENC Service
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• (S-Korea, Japan, Croatia, USA, Italy, …)
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Our core aim

To provide the maritime community, 
through authorised distributors, with an 
ENC service recognised for its quality, 
user-friendliness and overall contribution 
to marine safety and efficiency on a 
global level.
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PRIMAR Stavanger -
Important Service Developments

Trend towards increasing demand for official ENC 
Service functionalities at National Maritime 
Authorities:

• Coastal Directorate (NO) Pilot Services
• Maritime Directorate/Port State Control Authorities
• Search and Rescue Services 
• Other (?)
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ECDIS AS A SAFETY ENHANCER - CONDITIONS

• The ENC must provide a satisfactory coverage and 
be of a satisfactory quality
• ENCs and their updates (ERs) must be consistent on a 
global basis
• ENC service(s) must be user-friendly and globally 
available 
• Users must have a thorough knowledge of ENC and 
ECDIS, including limitations and possibilities 
•
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Global ENC Coverage

Status
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IHO Chart Catalogue
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Primar Chart Catalogue 3.0
- ENC folio planning, management, on-line ordering and delivery -

www.primar.org
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IMO Regulations Development 
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IMO Regulations Development

Based on instructions from IMO Maritime Safety 
Committee, IMO Sub Committee on Navigation 
decided at its 50th session (NAV 50) to establish 
a Correspondance Group (CG) on ECDIS to 
consider amongst others possibilities for the 
implementation of a phased mandatory carriage 
requirement for ECDIS for certain classes of 
vessel
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IMO Regulations Development

Proposals from the CG to NAV 51 (June 05) includes amongst 
others to
• consider amendments to SOLAS Ch.V Regulation 19 in 
Annex I to implement a phased mandatory carriage 
requirement for ECDIS
• consider amendments to HSC Code 13 in Annex II to 
implement a phased mandatory carriage requirement for ECDIS
• support the IHO initiative to establish a comprehensive on-line 
catalogue of available official charts
• invite coastal Member States to consider which paper charts 
would meet the “appropriate portfolio of paper charts” in waters
under its jurisdiction and where ENCs do not exist
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ECDIS required for Norwegian high-speed 
crafts from January 2006

The Norwegian Maritime Directorate has announced that 
Norway has decided to make the use of ECDIS mandatory on 
all high-speed passengers crafts along the Norwegian coast. 

This requirement will come into force from January 2006 south 
of the Arctic Circle and from 2008 north of the Arctic Circle 
(Source: NMD and Navigare 01/2005)
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